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Chapter 3: The Rightly-Guided Caliphate 

Page no: 257 to 261 

Definition of Words 

Caliph – Caliphate 

A caliph is defined as a successor or a ruler, while a caliphate means the succession of a rule. The 

caliphate of men on earth is certainly divine as man is the caliph on earth.  

Allah says, “…I am going to place a successive human authority on earth…” [Qur’an 2:30] 

In another verse, Allah هلالج لج says, “He it is Who has made you successors on the earth, and He has 

raised you in ranks, some above others...” [Qur’an 6:165] 

Many verses in the Qur’an mention the word ‘caliph’ which signifies a ruler, the rule or empire of 

a person such as Dawud (peace be upon him).  

“O Dawud! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on earth” [Qur’an 38:26] 

As for Muslims, and particularly about the Companions, Allah هلالج لج said, 

“Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds that He will 

certainly grant them succession in the earth as He granted it to those before them.” [Qur’an 24:55] 

Claim to Caliphate 

Allah هلالج لج is the King of the Kings and the Possessor of all Kingdoms. He هلالج لج gives and He هلالج لج Alone 

can take it back, and those who have knowledge according to the Qur’an are the ones who really 

deserve the caliphate or rule.  

Allah هلالج لج says, “And He taught Adam all the names (of everything).” [Qur’an 2:31]  

Thus, human beings overpowered all creatures due to their power of knowledge which Allah هلالج لج 

has bestowed them with.  
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Another piece of evidence is that when Bani Israel objected to the kingship of Talut, Allah هلالج لج 

answered through His Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص,  

“Verily Allah has chosen him above you and has increased him abundantly in knowledge and 

stature. And Allah grants His kingdom to whom He wills.” [Qur’an 2:247] 

Many verses in the Qur’an establish the fact that ‘caliph’ stands for a ruler and ‘rule’ for a caliphate, 

and that there are prerequisite conditions in order to rule, such as knowledge, justice and power. 

These good qualities can be obtained from the teachings of the Prophets and Messengers of Allah 

(peace be upon them all) as they are our role models. Allah هلالج لج also warned that those who indulge 

in corruption will be destroyed and replaced by better generations.  

Islamic Caliphate 

There are two kinds of prophets; those who were teachers like ‘Isa (peace be upon him), and those 

who were both rulers and teachers like Dawud (peace be upon him) and Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  

The difference between the two types is that those who were only teachers would set examples for 

every member of their community, while the monarch prophets would set an example, enforce 

codes and make people follow them.  

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is considered the best ruling prophet as he was sent as the Seal of the Prophethood, 

with complete guidelines and the most perfect example for rulers and leaders to follow until the 

Day of Judgment.  

As prophets cannot be succeeded after their deaths in terms of prophethood, their rule may be 

succeeded by those who were brought up in their moulds, adopted their characteristics and patterns 

of rule. This kind of rule came to be known as the Rightly-Guided Caliphate. 

 

 

 


