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SUMMARY 

Based on The Evolution of Fiqh by Bilal Philips – Pages 60 to 64 

The Fourth Stage: The Flowering 

This stage extends from 750 CE to 950 CE and covers the rise of the ‘Abbasid Dynasty 
founded by Caliph Abul ‘Abbas, its consolidation and the beginning of its decline.  

During this period: 

• Fiqh took shape as an independent Islamic science 

• Islamic scholarship was actively supported by the Caliph 

• Madh-habs multiplied 

• Various compilations of Hadeeth and Fiqh were made 

• Arabic translations of scientific, philosophical and theological works exerted 

influence on Islamic thought 

By the end of the period, Fiqh was divided into two sections: 

1. Fundamental principles (Usool) 

2. Secondary principles of scientific, philosophical and theological works (Furoo’) 

 

The Development of Fiqh  

There were two major trends relating to the evolution of the Madh-habs: 

1. The period of the Great Imaams; founders of the major Madh-habs, and their 

major students continued the tradition of flexibility in making and accepting legal 

rulings which had characterized the earlier periods.  

 
2. The death of the major scholars of the Madh-habs represents the beginning of 

that rigidity in making and accepting legal rulings.  

Period of The Great Imaams  

The development of Fiqh was affected by the following factors: 

A. State Support for Scholars  

The early ‘Abbasid Caliphs made a show of great respect for Islamic law and its 

scholars as they owed their office to their claim that they were seeking a return to 

a caliphate based on Sharee’ah and its legitimate interpretation. They took pride 

in sending their children to study under the major scholars of the time, while 
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some of the caliphs became scholars of Islamic law in their own right. They made 

a practice of consulting the outstanding Islamic scholars on most matters of Fiqh. 

The factor of state support and patronization of Fiqh scholars contributed largely 

to the flourishing of the many Madh-habs which had arisen in the latter part of the 

Umayyad period. However, they were often subjected to severe punishment, if 

their rulings ran counter to political policy.  

 
B. Increase in Centers of Learning  

The territories of the ‘Abbasid state were expanded to include all of Persia, India 

and Southern Russia, and the capital was not moved to Baghdad. Consequently, 

the centers of learning and Madh-habs multiplied.  

 

Scholars and students from the various centers of learning began journeying 

back and forth in search of further knowledge about the conclusions reached by 

their contemporaries in other parts of the Muslim State. 

  

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, a prominent student of Imaam Abu Haneefah (founder 

of Hanafi Madh-hab) journeyed from Iraq to Madeenah in order to study under 

Imaam Maalik, (founder of Maliki Madh-hab) and to memorize his book of 

Hadeeths, al-Muwatta’.  

 

Imaam ash-Shaafi’ee journeyed first to Hijaaz to study under Imaam Maalik, then 

to Iraq in order to study under Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, and finally to Egypt to 

study under Imaam al-Layth ibn Sa’d (founder of Laythi Madh-hab).  

These journeys resulted, firstly, in the reconciliation of some of the major 

differences which had arisen among scholars and ultimately in the combination of 

some of the schools of Islamic legal thought.  

 

Imaam ash-Shaafi’ee combined the Fiqh of Hijaaz with that of Iraq and Egypt and 

formed a new school of law, the Shaafi’ee Madh-hab  

 

C. The Spread of Debate and Discussion  

The scholars and their students exchanged thoughts on various Islamic issues 

which had arisen in their particular areas. If there was a major difference of 

opinion about a particular solution, they would debate back and forth until a 

common conclusion was reached or various options were accepted. This 

resulted in the clarification of certain important issues and the seeding out of 

mistaken rulings or judgements among them.  
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There was a marked lack of rigidity or dogmatism on the part of scholars and 

their students. Issues were objectively analyzed, and conclusions arrived at on 

the basis of the validity of the proofs presented.  
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