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Chapter 2 

Repentance 

Tauba means returning to Allah هلالج لج from the sins. Allah هلالج لج is Forgiving and Merciful. When a 

person repents after doing wrong, Allah هلالج لج will accept his repentance.  

If a believer violates Allah’s هلالج لج rights, and not humans’, then there are three conditions for the 

acceptance of their repentance. They must: 

1- abstain from committing the same sin again 

2- regret for the sin committed  

3- decide not to do it again 

However, if the sin violates a fellow human being’s rights, then there is a fourth condition. It is 

to seek forgiveness from the person who was wronged. If it involves the violation of someone's 

property, they should return it to the rightful owner. If the sin is backbiting, they should seek 

forgiveness from the insulted person. 

Hadith 1 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “By Allah هلالج لج! I 

seek Allah's هلالج لج forgiveness, and repent more than seventy times a day.”  [Bukhari]  

Lessons learnt from the Hadith  

• The Prophet’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص past and future sins were forgiven, yet he repented frequently every day. 

It emphasises the importance of repenting constantly, as we sin every day.  

• Seeking forgiveness continuously with sincerity is crucial so that the sins committed by us 

unintentionally are also pardoned.  

Hadith 2 

Narrated Anas bin Malik Al-Ansari (May Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Verily, 

Allah هلالج لج is more delighted with the repentance of His slave than a person who lost his camel in a 

desert land and then finds it (unexpectedly).” [Bukhari and Muslim] 



2 
 

   HS        © www.islamicreflectionsacademy.wordpress.com 

 

Lessons learnt from the Hadith  

• Allah هلالج لج is pleased with the person who repents. This is the mercy of Allah هلالج لج, who loves to 

forgive as long as the person repents for his sins. So, why not repent and please Allah هلالج لج?  

• It is permissible to quote an example to help people understand. 

Hadith 3 

Ibn `Umar narrated that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “Indeed, Allah هلالج لج accepts the repentance of a slave 

as long as the latter is not on his deathbed (that is, before his soul reaches his throat).”  [Jami at- 

Tirmidhi, Graded Hasan] 

Lessons learnt from the Hadith  

• A believer’s repentance is accepted all his life, except at their deathbed when their soul 

reaches their throat. Once the soul reaches the throat, the doors of acceptance of 

repentance are closed. 

• No one knows when they will die. So, we must continuously repent as much as possible until 

we reach our end. 

 Hadith 4 

It was narrated by Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “There was a man from 

among a nation before you who killed ninety-nine people and then made an inquiry about the 

most learned person on the earth. He was directed to a monk. He came to him and told him that 

he had killed ninety-nine people and asked him if there was any chance for his repentance to be 

accepted. He replied in the negative and the man killed him also, completing one hundred.  

He then asked about the most learned man on the earth. He was directed to a scholar. He told 

him that he had killed one hundred people and asked him if there was any chance for his 

repentance to be accepted. He replied in the affirmative and asked, 'Who stands between you 

and repentance? Go to such and such land; there, (you will find) people devoted to prayer and 

worship of Allah, join them in worship, and do not come back to your land because it is an evil 

place.'  
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So he went away and hardly had he covered half the distance when death overtook him. There 

was a dispute between the angels of mercy and the angels of torment. The angels of mercy 

pleaded, 'This man has come with a repenting heart to Allah,' and the angels of punishment 

argued, 'He never did a virtuous deed in his life.' Then there appeared another angel in the form 

of a human being and the contending angels agreed to make him arbiter between them. He 

said, 'Measure the distance between the two lands. He will be considered belonging to the land 

to which he is nearer.' They measured and found him closer to the land (land of piety) where he 

intended to go, and so the angels of mercy collected his soul.” 

[Bukhari and Muslim] 

Lessons learnt from the Hadith  

• Gates of Taubah are open even for the worst of sinners. A believer should never 

underestimate the mercy of Allah هلالج لج as long as they repent sincerely. 

• When discussing an issue, it is important that people understand the psychology of the 

questioner, and answer in such a way that does not cause the questioner to sin further in 

recklessness, keeping in mind it doesn’t change the Injunction of Allah هلالج لج. 

• Angels appear in the form of men, on Allah’s هلالج لج command, if need arises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


