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Chapter 1 

Sincerity of Intentions 

Hadith 1  

Umar bin Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the prophet said, “Deeds are 

considered by the intentions, and a person will get the reward according to his intention. So, 

whoever emigrated for Allah هلالج لج and his messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, his emigration will be for Allah and his 

messenger; and whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or to marry a woman, his emigration 

would be for what he emigrated for.” 

[Bukhari 54, Muslim 1907] 

Lessons Learnt From This Hadith 

• The foundation of every action is intention (Niyyah). The intention is in the heart, and it 

cannot be seen outwardly. A person should make his intention inside his heart and not express 

it verbally.  

• Whatever good and righteous action we do, we should do it with sincerity (Ikhlas) and to seek 

the pleasure of Allah هلالج لج. 

• Everyone will be rewarded or punished according to his aim and intention.  

Hadith 2 

Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that Prophet Mohammed ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “An army will 

raid the Kabah, and when it reaches a desert land, all of them will be swallowed by the Earth.” 

She asked, “O messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص! Why all of them?” He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص answered, “All of them will be 

swallowed by the Earth, but they will be raised for judgment according to their intentions.” 

[Bukhari & Muslim] 

Lessons Learnt From This Hadith 

We learn that some of the signs of the Day of Judgment, which are a part of the unseen world, 

were prophesied by Prophet Mohammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and this was a miracle granted to him ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص by Allah هلالج لج. 

Some among the people who were not from the army will also be swallowed by the Earth, but 

they will be raised up and will be rewarded or punished according to their aim and intention. 
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 Hadith 3 

Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that while coming back from the battle 

of  Tabook, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “There are people whom we left in Al-Madinah who 

accompanied us in spirit in every pass and valley we crossed. They remained behind for a valid 

excuse.”  

[Bukhari] 

Lessons Learnt From This Hadith  

Even though some of the people were physically not able to take part in jihad, due to their 

intention, they were rewarded. Any person with a good intention will be rewarded even if he/she 

is not able to perform that particular deed due to some difficulty.  

Hadith 4  

Abu Bakrah Ath-Thaqafi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: Prophet Mohammed ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, 

“When two Muslims are engaged in a combat against each other with their swords and one is 

killed, both are doomed to hell.” I said, “O messenger of Allah! As to the one who kills, it is 

understandable, but why the slain one?” He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص replied, “He was eager to kill his opponent.”  

[Bukhari & Muslim] 

Lesson Learnt From This Hadith 

A person will be punished for his sinful intention for which he has made a firm determination, 

and for the commitment of which he has taken the necessary measures, even though he does not 

succeed in completing that deed. 

 

 

 

 

  


