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The Meaning of the Articles of Faith 

Belief in Angels (Pages: 22 – 27) 

Summary 

Angels are beings created from light and inhabit the heavens. They are the noble slaves of Allah 

 who execute His commands without objection, and they praise Him day and night without هلالج لج

slackening or exhaustion. They are neither males nor females, nor do they eat or drink. Prophet 

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is reported to have said,  

“Angels were created from light, the Jinn were created from (smokeless) fire, and Adam was 

created as described to you (i.e. from sounding black clay).” [Muslim]  

Their Numbers 

Allah هلالج لج has created innumerable of them as the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said,  

“There is not a space of a hand span in the heaven but is occupied by an angel who is either 

bowing or prostrating.” [Ibn Majah]  

 “Seventy thousand angels enter (the Bait Al-Ma'moor) every day and never get the chance to re-

enter it.” [Bukhari and Muslim]  

It is also reported from the Prophet  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصthat on the Day of Judgment, Hell will be brought forth by 

4,900,000,000 angels controlling it and dragging it to the place of gathering. In addition to their 

number in heaven, every human has a group of angels appointed for him who look after him 

from the time of conception until his death.  

The Bearers of the Throne 

Allah هلالج لج has appointed eight mighty angels who bear His Throne. The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص described that 

one of the Bearers of the Throne is so mighty that it would take a bird seven hundred years to 

travel the distance between the angel's shoulder and earlobe. [Sunan Abi Dawood]  

The Prominent Angels 

Among the many angels created by Allah هلالج لج, only a few of them have been mentioned by name in 

the Qur'an and Ahadith. 
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➢ Jibreel (AS): He is the powerful and trustworthy Messenger to whom Allah هلالج لج has 

granted a high rank in the heavens, and it is also him that Allah هلالج لج entrusted with the task 

of conveying the revelations to the Messengers. 

➢ Israfeel (AS): The angel who will blow the Trumpet twice to mark the Day of Judgment. 

➢ Malak al Maut (AS): The angel who collects humans' souls at the time of their death.  

➢ Malik (AS): He is the Keeper of Hell. 

➢ Ridhwan (AS): He is the Keeper of Paradise. 

➢ Munkar and Nakeer (AS): The two angels who interrogate the dead in the grave.  

➢ Haroot and Maroot (AS): The two angels Allah هلالج لج had sent in the time of Suleiman 

(AS) as a test for mankind by teaching them sorcery. 

➢ Raqeeb and ‘Ateed (AS): The two angels who record a man’s deeds until his death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


