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Muhammad’s  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Forty Years Prior to Prophethood 

Muhammad’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Early Job 

● He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was a shepherd in Makkah. 

● At the age of 25, he ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص went to Syria as a merchant for Khadijah bint Khuwailid (RA), a 

businesswoman of great honour and fortune. 

● She sent for him ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص when she was informed of his good character, and she offered him 

money to go to Syria and handle her business. She would give him ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص a higher rate than 

others. 

 

His ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Marriage to Khadijah (RA) 

● When he ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص returned to Makkah, Khadijah (RA) noticed higher profits and blessings than 

earlier in her money. Also, her hireling, Maisarah, who travelled with the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to 

Syria, told her about his good manners. 

● She (RA) disclosed her wish to her friend Nafisa, and subsequently, Khadijah (RA) 

married Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.   

● He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص gave her twenty camels as dowry.  

● She (RA) was forty-years-old and was considered the best woman of her folk in lineage, 

fortune and wisdom. 

● She (RA) was the first woman the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص married, and he ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did not get 

married to any other woman until her death. 

● Khadijah (RA) bore all his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص children except Ibrahim: Al-Qasim, Zainab (RA), Ruqaiyah 

(RA), Umm Kulthum (RA), Fatima (RA) and Abdullah.  

● All his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص sons died in their childhood, and all his daughters, except Fatima (RA), died 

during his lifetime. Fatima (RA) died six months after his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص death. All his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص daughters 

witnessed Islam, embraced it and emigrated to Madinah. 

 

Rebuilding Al-Ka’bah and the Arbitration Issue 

● Five years before Prophethood, there was a great flood in Makkah that swept towards Al-

Ka’bah and almost demolished it. The Quraish were obliged to rebuild it to safeguard its 

holiness and position. 

● Chiefs of the Quraish decided to use only lawful money in rebuilding Al-Ka’bah. 

● The work went on in harmony until the time to put the sacred Black Stone in its place 

came. Each one of them was competing for it, and great bloodshed was imminent. 

Luckily, the oldest among the chiefs said: “Let him, who enters the Sanctuary first of all, 

decide on the point.” Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was the first to enter the Mosque. On seeing him, 

everyone cried with one voice: “Al-Ameen (the trustworthy) has come. We are content to 
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abide by his decision.” He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked for a mantle which he spread on the ground and 

placed the stone in its centre. He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص then asked the representatives of the different clans 

among them to lift the stone together. When it had reached a proper place, Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

laid it in the proper position with his own hands.  

● The Quraish ran out of the lawful money they had collected, so they eliminated six yards 

area on the northern side of Al-Ka’bah, which is called Al-Hijr or Al-Hateem. A building 

structure surrounding Al-Ka’bah was called Ash-Shadherwan. 

 

Muhammad’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Biography before his Prophethood 

● In his youth, Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was an exemplary man of weighty mind and 

faultless insight. 

● He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص shunned superstitious practices but took an active part in constructive and useful 

dealings. 

● He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص kept himself aloof from drinking wine and eating meat slaughtered on stone altars. 

● He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص proved himself to be the ideal of manhood and possessed a spotless character. 

● He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was the most truthful and the best to keep a covenant. His fellow citizens gave him 

the title ‘Al-Ameen’ (The Trustworthy). 

● The Mother of believers, Khadijah (RA), once said: He unites uterine relations, he helps 

the poor and the needy, he entertains the guests and endures hardships in the path of 

truthfulness. [Bukhari 1/3] 

 


