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Prophet Muhammad’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Birth 

His Birth 

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was born in Bani Hashim lane in Makkah on a Monday morning, 

the 9th of Rabi’Al-Awwal, when the event of the elephant occurred (20th or 22nd of 

April, 571 A.D.). 

Ibn Sa’d reported that Muhammad’s mother said, “when he was born, there was 

a light that issued out of my pudendum and lit the palaces of Syria.” 

 It was also reported that significant precursors accompanied his birth: 

• 14 galleries of Kisra’s palace cracked and rolled down. 

● Magian’s sacred fire died down. 

● Some churches sank and collapsed. 

 

When his grandfather was informed about his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص birth, he carried him to Al-Kabah 

happily, prayed and thanked Allah هلالج لج, named the baby ‘Muhammad’, and 

circumcised him on his seventh day as was the custom of the Arabs.  

 

The first woman who suckled him after his mother was Thuyebah, the concubine 

of Abu Lahab. She had also suckled Hamzah bin Abdul Muttalib (Radhi-Allahu 

anhu) 
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Babyhood  

It was a custom of the Arabs to send their children to Bedouin wet nurses, so that 

they may grow up in free and healthy surroundings and acquire the manners of 

the Bedouin.  

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was entrusted to Haleemah bint Abi Dhuaib. She also used to 

nurse Abu Sufyan (Radhi-Allahu anhu), the Prophet’s cousin, and Hamzah (Radhi-

Allahu anhu), the Prophet’s uncle.  

Haleemah and her household were favoured by successive strokes of good 

fortune when baby Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص lived under her care.  

When Haleemah, her husband and other women went out of their village in quest 

of children to suckle, all of them refused to accept baby Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص as he was 

an orphan; they wanted children whose father could reward them in good 

amounts. All the women, except Haleemah, got a child; she did not want to return 

without a child, so she took baby Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص without any choice, and 

surprisingly, good events started to take place:  

• The old ass, which was dull while travelling to Makkah, gained speed while 

travelling back to their place. 

• The old she-camel, which gave no milk earlier, gave plenty of milk. 

• Haleemah couldn’t feed her child earlier as her breast couldn’t supply milk, 

but when baby Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was put to the breast, surprisingly, he drank 

it to his full and so did his foster brother. 

• The barren land sprouted with luxuriant grasses, and the animals returned 

to them satisfied and full of milk. 
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He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص stayed with Haleemah until he was four or five years of age. 

Back to his mother 

After the incident of Angel Gabriel cutting open his chest (Refer Sahih Muslim: 

1/192), Haleemah was worried, and returned him ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to his mother with whom he 

stayed until he was six. His mother passed away in Abwa on the road between 

Makkah and Madinah while returning from a visit to her husband’s grave in 

Yathrib (Madinah). 

To his Grandfather 

Abdul Muttalib brought him ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to Makkah, took care of him, and loved him more 

than his own children. His grandfather passed away when he  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was eight-years-

old, and the charge of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was then passed on to his uncle, Abu Talib, 

who took care of him in a great way and remained with him for forty years. 

Bahira, the Monk 

When Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was twelve-years-old, he went on a business journey to 

Syria with Abu Talib. They met a monk called Bahira who recognised the Prophet 

 and said while taking his hands, “This is the master of all humans. Allah will ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

send him with a Message which will be a mercy to all beings.”  

He also asked Abu Talib to take him back to Makkah and not to take him to Syria 

for fear of the Jews. 

 


