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Chapter 2: Belief in Allah (pages 17 – 21) 

Rules regarding Asma was Sifaat by Sheikh Al ‘Uthaimeen (rahimahullah) 

A renowned scholar, Sheikh Saalih Al ‘Uthaimeen, in his book Al-Qawaid Al-Muthla’ fee Sifat 

Allah wa Asma'ihil Husna summed up four general rules regarding the names and attributes of 

Allah هلالج لج. 

1. It is obligatory to keep the implications of the names and attributes of Allah هلالج لج according 

to their linguistic and obvious meanings as they appear in the Qur’an and hadeeth, and 

not delve into metaphorical or figurative interpretations as that would involve speaking 

about Allah هلالج لج without knowledge, and that is forbidden. 

 

2. About Allah’s هلالج لج names: There are four sub-categories in this rule. 

- All of Allah’s هلالج لج names are beautiful. All of them contain the perfect attributes of 

Allah هلالج لج, free from any deficiency in any respect. 

- Allah’s هلالج لج beautiful names are not limited to any specific number. Other than the 

ninety-nine names mentioned in authentic ahadeeth, there are names of Allah هلالج لج which 

He did not reveal or teach any of His creatures. 

- Allah’s هلالج لج names are not to be decided upon by reason but by revelation, because 

naming Him by what He has not named himself, or denying what He has named 

Himself, is a sin regarding Allah’s هلالج لج right. 

- Every one of Allah’s هلالج لج names refers to His essence, to the attribute it contains, and to 

the effect resulting from it if it is transitive.  

 

3. About Allah’s هلالج لج attributes: There are four sub-categories in this rule. 

- All of Allah’s هلالج لج attributes are transcendent, perfect and praiseworthy, without any 

deficiency in any respect. This is because of the statement of Allah هلالج لج “And to Allah 

belongs the supreme example.” [Qur’an 16: 60] 

- Allah’s هلالج لج attributes are affirmative and negative. Affirmative attributes are those that 

He هلالج لج has affirmed for Himself, like life, knowledge and power. Negative attributes 

are those that He هلالج لج has negated for Himself, like oppression. 

- Allah’s هلالج لج attributes are either personal (Dhatiya), consequential (Fi’liyya), or both.  
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- All of His هلالج لج attributes are to be understood literally. It is impossible to comprehend 

how they operate, and His هلالج لج attributes do not resemble any of His creatures’.  

 

4. It is obligatory to refute and stay clear from the path of those who distort and deny the 

meanings of the names and attributes of Allah هلالج لج on the grounds that they contradict the 

obvious meanings of the texts and the methodology of Salaf regarding these names and 

attributes, and they do not have any authentic evidence to support their claims. 
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