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Chapter 1 

Introduction to the Tajweed of the Quran 

Pages 18-25 

Tajweed is linguistically defined as the betterment or as the articulation of Arabic letters from 

their articulation point, whilst giving the letters their due rights of characteristics (applied 

definition). 

The Quran is read out either loudly in which the Tajweed is obvious, or silently in which the 

reading should be audible to the reader. Certain manners must be observed when one wants to 

read the Quran.  These manners are divided into external manners and manners of the heart. 

There are certain verses in the Quran on which the reader and listener are ordered to prostrate.  

The prostration is called Sajdah at-tilawah. These verses are found in 14 places in the Quran. 

The Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “If a son of Adam reads a verse of prostration and prostrates, Satan 

withdraws crying and saying, ‘Woe to me, the son of Adam was ordered to prostrate and he 

prostrated and for him is Paradise, and I was ordered to prostrate and I disobeyed and the Fire 

is for me.” [Related by Muslim] 

The reader seeks protection and refuge with Allah هلالج لج from Satan before starting to read the Quran 

in the following cases: 

• If the reader is reciting silently or alone 

• If one is about to pray 

• If one is reading aloud, and others are present who will hear the recitation 

• If the reading is done by turns (as in classroom situation) 

• If the reading is cut off by coughing, sneezing, eating, work or normal conversation. 

 

The Bismillah (biʾsmillāhir-raḥmānir-raḥīm) is read at the beginning of every Surah of the Quran 

except for Surah At-Tawbah (chapter 9). The reader has a choice of saying Bismillah when 

beginning to read the Quran with Surah at- tawbah, but not at the beginning of it. 

When one wants to read the Quran, he/she needs to seek refuge, say Bismillah and then recite the 

Surah. This is done in the following 4 ways: 

• Cutting all the 3 (refuge, Bismillah and Surah) off from each other i.e. seek refuge, stop, 

Bismillah, stop, Surah 

• Joining all 3 with each other i.e. seek refuge, Bismillah, Surah 

• Joining the Bismillah at the beginning of the Surah i.e. seek refuge, stop, Bismillah, 

Surah 
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• Joining seeking refuge with the Bismillah i.e. seek refuge and Bismillah joined with one 

breath, stop, Surah 
 

3 levels of reading the Quran include: 

• At-Tahqeeq (التحقيق)- reading the Quran slowly, with calmness, whilst pondering the 

meaning and observing the rules of Tajweed. 

• Al-Hadr (الحدر)- swift method of reading the Quran with observation of Tajweed rules. 

• At-Tadweer ( دويرالت   )- reading at a level between the two above levels, while conserving 

and observing the rules of Tajweed. 
 

The knowledge of Tajweed must be known by some Muslims of the community (fardh kifayah), 

whilst its application is fard ayn i.e. must be known by all Muslims who have the complete 

Quran or part of it memorized. Also, the principle knowledge of Tajweed is based on the 

following:  

• Knowledge of the articulation points of the letters 

• Knowledge of the characteristics of the letters 

• Knowledge of what rules change in the letters due to the orders of the letters 

• Exercising the tongue and a lot of repetition 

Al-Lahn (اللحن) is a mistake and non-conformity from rightness when reading. It is divided into 

obvious and clear mistakes, and obscured and hidden mistakes. Obvious mistakes and clear 

mistakes occur in the pronunciation that affects the correctness of reading, whilst obscured and 

hidden mistakes occur in the pronunciation that pierces the reading.  
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