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SUMMARY 

(Based on Usool Al Hadith by Dr. Bilal Philips, 

Chapter 3 –Transmission, page 24-30) 

  

Isnaad is a unique feature of the Messenger of Allah’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Ummah. No other nation, religion or 

community can claim or boast to have such rigorous analysis of the various aspects of their 

faith. 

EVOLUTION OF THE SANAD: 

Teaching the Sunnah  

The Era of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to encourage his Sahaabah to learn and memorize his Sunnah in 

different ways. Some of these ways are mentioned below: 

⚫ Sometimes, he would sit them down and have them repeat after him certain Du‘aas which 

he wanted them to memorize; the same way, he would have them learn the Qur’aan. 

⚫ On other occasions, he would repeat himself three times so that they could memorize his 

significant statements.  

⚫ In some cases, he would perform or do certain actions, then he would tell them to do it as 

he had done it.  

⚫ And other times, he would have some of the Sahaabah record, in writing, some things that 

were more complicated. 

  

The Era of the Sahaabah 

After the death of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, the older Sahaabah began to teach the younger Sahaabah 

the sayings and practices of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص: which they were unable to witness or were too 

young to comprehend. 

When Islaam spread all over Arabia and into Syria, Iraq, Persia and Egypt during the reign of 

the Righteous Caliphs, the Sahaabah began to teach those who newly entered Islaam the 

principles of the religion. They would say to those who gathered around 
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them, “I saw the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص do this,” or “I heard the Prophet   ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصsay that.” This was how the 

chain of narration of the Sunnah began. The new Muslims who studied under the Sahaabah 

were later referred to as the Taabi‘oon. 

Most of the Taabi‘oon used to memorize and record the statements of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص which 

the Sahaabah used to quote. They used to travel to different parts of the Muslim world in order 

to learn as much of the Sunnah of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, from as many of the Sahaabah as possible. 

The Era of the Taabi‘oon 

When the Sahaabah began to die and Islaam spread into India, Afghanistan, Russia, China, 

North Africa and Spain, the Taabi‘oon took up where the Sahaabah had left off and began the 

great task of teaching the new converts the principles Islaam. They would say to those who 

gathered around them: “I heard such and such a Sahaabee say that he saw the Prophet 

 say ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص do this,” or, “I heard such and such a Sahaabee say that he heard the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

that.” In this way, the second link in the chain of narration of the Sunnah was added. 

Those who studied under the Taabi‘oon were called Atbaa at-Taabi‘een (followers of the 

followers).  

Why is Sanad given so much importance? 

 Allaah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, in the Qur’aan, emphasized the importance of the Sunnah by ordering the Muslim 

Ummah to obey all of His commands: 

“Whatever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatever he forbids you, leave it.” 

Surah al-Hashr: 7 

How can the Muslim nation obey this divine command after the Prophet’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص death, how 

can they know what Allaah’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص has commanded and what he has forbidden if he 

is no longer with them? Therefore, great care must be taken to preserve the Sunnah 

and convey it to each successive generations of Muslims. The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص also stressed upon 

the importance of passing on the Sunnah without any alteration by promising Allaah’s 

blessings upon whoever does it.  

He is reported to have said: “Allaah blesses any man who hears a saying of mine, memorizes 

it and understands it, then conveys just as he heard it; for perhaps one who is informed has 

more understanding than the one who heard it.” 
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 He also warned of the punishment awaiting those who tell lies about his sayings or actions, by 

the statement: “Whoever lies on me should find his seat in the Hellfire!”  

Chains of Transmission 

Every hadeeth consists of two sections; the isnaad or sanad (i.e. chain of transmitters) and the 

matn (main text).The sanad is a list of all those who transmitted the hadeeth; beginning with 

the last transmitter, to the one who collected it in his book, and ending with the companion 

who narrated it from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. The matn is the narrated saying, action, (silent) approval 

or physical description of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  
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