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THE LINEAGE AND FAMILY OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

 

There are 3 versions with respect to the lineage of Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص: 

1. It was authenticated by biographers and genealogists that Muhammad’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص genealogy has 

been traced to Adnan. 

2. The second, subject to controversies and doubt, traces his lineage beyond Adnan to 

Prophet Ibrahim (AS). 

3. The third version, with some parts definitely incorrect, traces his lineage beyond 

Abraham (AS) to Adam (AS). 

 

THE PROPHETIC FAMILY: 

The family of Muhammad  is called the Hashimite family after his grandfather, Hashim bin  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

Abd Munaf. 

➢ Hashim: 

• He was wealthy, honest and was the first to offer the pilgrims soaked bread in broth. 

• His first name was Amr but he was called Hashim as he had been in the practice of 

crumbling bread (for the pilgrims). 

•  He married Salma.  

• He died in Ghazza in Palestine. 

• His wife gave birth to Abdul Muttalib and named him Shaiba, for the white hair in his 

head. 

• Hashim had four sons and five daughters. 

 

➢  Abdul Muttalib:  

• After the death of Hashim, the charge of pilgrims’ food and water went to his brother, Al-

Muttalib, who was honest and generous.  

• When Abdul Muttalib reached boyhood, his uncle Al-Muttalib heard of him and went to 

Madinah to fetch him. 

• The boy was brought up in Al-Muttalib’s house but later on, when Al-Muttalib died in 

Yemen, Abdul Muttalib took over and he gained Makkah’s deep love and high esteem. . 

• Abdul Muttalib witnessed two important events in his lifetime, namely the digging of the 

Zamzam well and the Elephant Raid. 

• Abdul Muttalib received an order in his dream to dig the Zamzam well in a particular 

place and then the tradition of providing Zamzam water to pilgrims was established. 

• The second event was that of Abraha, the Abyssinian viceroy in Yemen. He built a large 

church in San’a to attract the Arab pilgrims. When a man from Kinana tribe besmeared 
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the front wall of the church, Abraha got very angry and led a great army of sixty thousand 

warriors to destroy Al-Kabah. His army included nine or thirteen elephants. The 

elephants knelt down and refused to move forward when they were directed towards Al-

Kabah. Meanwhile, Allah sent upon them birds hurling against them stones of baked 

clay. The birds were like sparrows, each carrying three stones. Abraha and his soldiers 

were destroyed. 

• This event took place in the month of Muharram (fifty to fifty-five days before the birth of 

the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

• The Elephant Raid event riveted the world’s attention to the sacredness of Allah’s house. 

• Abdul Muttalib had ten sons and six daughters. 

 

➢ Abdullah 

• He was the smartest and the most beloved of Abdul Muttalib’s sons. 

• He was the one whom the divination arrows pointed at to be slaughtered as a sacrifice to 

Al-Kabah. And then when they carried out this process between Abdullah and ten 

camels, the arrow still pointed at Abdullah. Thereafter, they increased the number of 

camels to twenty. This process continued and the arrow finally pointed out at hundred 

camels instead of Abdullah. 

•  They were consequently slaughtered (to the satisfaction of Hubal who was the guardian of 

the most beloved goddess). The slaughtered animals were left for anyone to eat from. 

•  The above incident can be related to this saying of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص: “I am the offspring of 

the slaughtered two”, meaning Ishmael and Abdullah. 

• Abdullah was married to Amina, the daughter of Wahab ibn Abd Munaf. He was twenty-

five years old when he died. 

• Abdullah left very little wealth- five camels, a small number of goats and a she-servant 

called Barakah who later served as the Prophet’s nursemaid. 

 

 


