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Summary 

[Based on: The Fundamentals of Tawheed by Dr Bilal Philips (pages 15-22)] 

 

Tawheed Al Ebaadah 

(Maintaining the unity of Allah’s worship) 

The concept of Tawheed is the combination of all the three aspects (Tawheed Ar Ruboobiyyah, 

Tawheed Al-Asma Was Sifath, and Tawheed Al Ebaadah). The firm belief in only one or two of 

the three is not sufficient to fulfill the Islamic requirements of Tawheed. This is supported by 

Allah in the Qur’an when He talks about the idolaters of the Prophet’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص time who believed in 

the first two aspects of Tawheed but denied Tawheed Al Ebaadah. Allah says in the Qur’an, 

Surah Az Zukhruf, ayah 87,  

“If you asked them who created them, they would surely say, ‘Allah’.”   

The idolaters of Makkah knew very well that Allah is their Creator, Provider, and Lord, yet that 

did not make them Muslims because they denied Tawheed Al Ebaadah. They used to devote 

various types of worship to Allah like Hajj, charity, animal sacrifices, vows, prayers in times of 

dire necessity and calamity, and so on. In fact, some pagans believed in the Resurrection and the 

Day of Judgment, and others believed in predestination. However, the Makkans’ confessions 

regarding Tawheed and their knowledge of Allah did not make them believers because Allah 

classified them as disbelievers in the Qur’an. That is because they worshipped other gods along 

with their worship of Allah. Allah says in Surah Yusuf, ayah 106, 

“Most of them do not believe in Allah except while joining partners to Him.”  

They even used to claim that they were following the religion of Abraham, but Allah refuted 

their claim in Surah Ale Imran, ayah 67, 

“Abraham was not a Jew nor was he a Christian, but (he) was a true Muslim and not among 

those who joined partners with Allah.”  
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One of the most important aspects of Tawheed is Tawheed Al Ebaadah: maintaining the unity of 

Allah’s worship. All forms of worship must be directed to Allah alone without associating any 

partners to Him. There is no need of any intercessor or intermediary between Allah and His 

servant. The purpose of man’s creation is clearly mentioned in the Qur’an, in Surah Adh 

Dhariyath, ayah 56, 

“I did not create the Jinn and Mankind except for My worship.” 

Human beings cannot comprehend the reason for being created with their limited abilities. That 

is why Allah sent Prophets and divine books to clarify the purpose of creation for mankind. The 

gravest sin in Islam is shirk - the worship of others instead of Allah or along with Allah. In Surah 

Al Fatihah, which every Muslim recites at least 17 times a day, ayah four stresses on Tawheed.  

“You (Allah) alone do we worship and from You alone do we seek help.”  

Prophet Muhammed ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص confirmed the concept of unity of worship which was reported by Ibn 

'Abbas and collected by Tirmidhee, saying, "If you ask in prayer, ask only Allah, and if you 

seek help, seek it only from Allah."  

The absence of any need for intercession is clearly mentioned in Surah Al Baqarah, ayah 186, 

“When My servants ask you (O Muhammad) about Me (tell them), ‘I am close (to them), I 

listen to the prayer of every one who calls on Me. So let them respond to Me and believe in Me 

in order that they may be guided aright.” 

If someone invokes to the dead, seeking their influence on the lives of those who are alive or 

those who passed away, then they have associated a partner with Allah because worship is being 

shared between Allah and His creation. The Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص clearly said, “Prayer (duaa) 

is worship.” This hadith is collected in Sunan Abu Dawood, no. 1474. Allah said in the Qur’an, 

Surah Al A’raaf, ayah 194, 

“Those on whom you call besides Allah are only slaves like yourselves.” 

Allah also said, in Surah Al Anbiyaa, ayah 66, 

“Do not worship besides Allah that which cannot help or harm you." 
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If someone prays to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, so-called saints, Jinns, or angels, seeking their help or asking 

them to request help from Allah for them, they have also committed Shirk. The confirmation of 

Tawheed Al Ebaadah necessitates the denial of all forms of intercession or association of 

partners with Allah.  

Abdul-Qaadir al-Jeelaanee was a principal of Hanbali school of thought and a monastery in 

Baghdad. He was a righteous scholar, an imam who was religiously committed. His companions 

and followers attributed to him many exaggerated and fabricated miracles which are not soundly 

narrated. A title was given to him by the ignorants as al-Ghawth al-‘Adham, which literally 

means "the greatest source of rescue" and such an attribute belongs only to Allah. People call on 

him when misfortune occurs, seeking his aid and protection.  

Those who are dead are also slaves like us and they cannot help or harm us in any way. Directing 

any form of worship to them is pure Shirk. 

 

May Allah help us and protect us from any form of Shirk.  
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