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Summary 

[Based on The Fundamentals of Tawheed by Dr Bilal Philips (pages 10- 15)] 

 

Tawheed al-Asma was-Sifat  

(Maintaining the unity of Allah’s names and attributes): 

This category of Tawheed has five main aspects:  

1. The first aspect of Tawheed al-Asma was-Sifat is that Allah هلالج لج must be referred to 

according to how He and His Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص have described Him without explaining 

away His names and attributes by giving them meanings other than their obvious 

meanings. We should not interpret it according to our own rational interpretation, 

because the human mind cannot comprehend Allah هلالج لج. There are attributes which by 

name are similar to humans and Allah هلالج لج, however, we do not deny those attributes of 

Allah هلالج لج due to its similarity to that of humans. The similarity between Allah’s attributes 

and those of mankind is only in name and not in degree. When attributes are used in 

reference to Allah هلالج لج, they are to be taken in the absolute sense, free from human 

deficiencies. For example, Allah هلالج لج says in the Qur’an, Surah Al-Fath, ayah 6: 

“That He may punish the hypocrites, men and women, and the pagans, men and 

women, who have an evil opinion of Allah. A circle of evil is around them; Allah is 

angry with them, curses them and has prepared for them an evil end.” 

Anger is one of Allah’s attributes. But we do not interpret Allah’s anger as His 

punishment since that interpretation was not given by the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. Some people claim 

that anger is a sign of weakness in man, hence it cannot be attributed to Allah هلالج لج. All these 

statements could be refuted by one ayah from Surah Ash-Shua’ra, ayah 11: 

“There is nothing like Him (Allah)...” 

  

2. The second aspect involves referring to Allah  هلالج لج as He referred to Himself without 

giving Him any new names or attributes. This may seem to be an insignificant point, 

but it must be maintained in order to prevent a false description of Allah هلالج لج. For example, 
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Allah has the attribute of anger, but we cannot name Him as Al-Ghaadib (the Angry One) 

because neither Allah هلالج لج nor His Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص has used this name.  

 

3. The third aspect is that Allah هلالج لج is referred to without giving Him the attributes of 

His creation. This is presented in Surah Ash-Shua’ra, ayah 11: 

“There is nothing like Him and He is The Hearer and The Seer of all.”  

Among the attributes of human are hearing and seeing. But when they are attributed to 

The Lord of the Worlds, they are without any comparison in their perfection. For 

humans, these attributes necessitate ear and eye apparatuses which cannot be attributed to 

Allah هلالج لج. A man cannot use his intellect when describing God. If he does so, he is prone to 

fall into errors by associating the attributes of Allah’s creation to Allah Himself. The 

claim that Allah is a spirit or has a spirit completely ruins the area of Tawheed. Nowhere 

does Allah هلالج لج address Himself as a spirit, neither does His Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص anywhere in the 

Qur’an or Sunnah. Spirit is referred to in the Qur’an as a part of His creation as can be 

seen in Surah Ash-Shua’ra, ayah 85: 

“They ask you (Muhammed) about the spirit. Tell (them) that the spirit (exists) by my 

Lord’s command.”   

Christians have carved, painted, and moulded pictures like humans and called them the 

images of God. The Christians accepted Jesus as a God, even though he was a human, 

because they accepted the conception of a Creator like a human being.  

 

4. The fourth aspect requires that man should not be given the attributes of Allah هلالج لج. 

Most of the Shi’ite sects (except the Zaidites of Yemen) have given their “Imams” divine 

attributes of Allah هلالج لج such as complete infallibility, knowledge of the past, future and 

unseen, the ability to change destiny and have control over the atoms of creation. 

These attributes of perfection purely belong to Allah هلالج لج alone. Attributing them to these 

so-called Imams imply that the Shi’ites set up rivals besides Allah هلالج لج.  

We seek refuge in Allah from associating any partners besides Him. 

   

5. The fifth aspect is that Allah’s names in the definite form cannot be given to His 

creation unless preceded by the prefix ‘Abd which means “slave of” or “servant of”. 
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But some names of Allah هلالج لج can be used in their indefinite forms like Ra’oof and Raheem 

because Allah هلالج لج used them to describe the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص in Surah At-Tawbah, ayah 128: 

“A messenger has come to you from among yourselves to whom anything burdens you 

is grievous. He is full of concern for you and is full of pity (Ra’oof) and full of mercy 

(Raheem)”.  

But the names Ra’oof and Raheem in their definite forms can only be used to refer to men 

if it is preceded by ‘Abd because the definite forms represent a level of perfection which 

only belongs to Allah هلالج لج. Names like ‘Abdur-Rasool (slave of the Messenger), ‘Abdun-

Nabee (slave of the Prophet), ‘Abdul-Husayn (slave of Husayn) etc., are forbidden 

because we are all slaves of Allah هلالج لج alone and we were created to worship Him alone. 

Our Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص forbade Muslims from addressing those under their control as ‘Abdee (my 

slave) or Amatee (my slave girl).  

https://islamicreflectionsacademy.wordpress.com/

