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The Meanings of Articles of Faith by M. Murad (pages 1 – 10) 

Summary 

 

This book is part of an Islamic series ‘The Muslim’s Mini Library’, explaining the important 

tenets of the deen in accordance with the correct beliefs and practices of Ahlus-Sunnah wal 

Jama’ah (the Saved Sect).  

The book starts with a narration from the second Righteous Caliph of Islam, ‘Umar ibn Al-

Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him), about a young and handsome man who came to 

Allah’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and asked him about Islam, Eeman, Ihsan and the Day of Resurrection. 

Allah’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص explained Islam as being built upon five pillars: Testifying to the Oneness 

of Allah هلالج لج and to the Messengership of Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, establishing Salah, fasting the month of 

Ramadan, paying Zakah (charitable alms) and performing Hajj for those who can afford it.  

A complete Eeman, as explained by the Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, is to believe in Allah هلالج لج, His Angels, His 

Messengers, His Books, the Day of Judgment and in Divine Predestination (Qadr and Qadha), 

while Ihsan is to worship Allah  هلالج لجas though one sees Him, although He cannot be seen, but He 

sees us.  

Among the signs of the approaching Hour discussed in this narration are, a slave-woman giving 

birth to her mistress and poor shepherds competing each other in constructing tall buildings. The 

Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص then remarked, “That was Jibreel. He came to teach you your deen.”  

Deducing from the Hadeeth, the author enlightens readers about the three levels of practicing 

Islam: Islam as being the first level, Eeman the second and Ihsan the third. The author notes 

Ihsan as being the best and highest level of practicing the deen.  

The first Article of a believer’s faith is Belief in Allah هلالج لج. This includes knowing about His 

Lordship (Ruboobiyyah) and as a result, worshipping Him alone while negating anything else as 

an object of worship. He is the Creator, Sustainer and Cherisher of all worlds. To Him belong all 

the beautiful Divine Names in the most perfect sense and He is Unique without any partner or 

equals. His Knowledge, Justice and Mercy encompass everything. His Will and Decree 
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overpower all other wills in the dominion of the heavens and the earth and He is the Self-

Subsisting Master of whom all His creatures are in need. Faith in His unique Lordship and in His 

transcendence is inherent in every creature, humans and non-humans alike.  

Knowledge about Him necessitates that He be worshipped solely and without associating any 

partners with Him in worship. Thus, Allah هلالج لج sent Messengers to every nation to guide people to 

worship Him alone and denounce the worship of false gods. 
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