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SUMMARY 

(based on „A summary of Islamic Jurisprudence‟ by Dr. Salih Al-Fawzan, page 9 

to 13) 

 

Introduction:  

This book “A summary of Islamic Jurisprudence” briefly throws light on the 

Islamic juristic issues from the proofs of the Quran and Sunnah. Purification is 

both physical and spiritual. Purification is a must for anyone who has any 

minor, major or ritual impurity. It is obligatory upon everyone to learn the right 

way of performing ghusl and ablution, because without proper purification, the 

Salah of a person will not be accepted. Salah is the second pillar of Islam and it 

will be the first thing asked on the Day of Judgement. The Sahabas used to 

distinguish between believers and non-believers by Salah. It is known as the 

cornerstone of Islam. The one who does not perform ablution before praying, 

his prayer is invalid. 

 

Purification and water: 

Water is the primary source prescribed for purification from minor, major or 

ritual kind of impurities. Allah هلالج لج says in the Quran: 

“And sent down upon you from the sky, rain by which to purify you.” (Surah Al-

Anfal 8:11) 

Water is considered pure in its original form, i.e. water which hasn‟t undergone 

any kind of change in its color, taste and odor, which does not produce any 

changes in its characteristics. For example – rain water, snow/hail water, 
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running water like rivers, springs, wells, sea water and distilled water. Any of 

these waters can be used for removing impurities. 

Sheikh ul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said that there are some cases where little or 

much of the characteristics of water may change, but the water can still be 

used for purification, such as potash, soap, lote tree leaves, dust and dough. 

 

Types of water: 

There are two types of water; pure and impure. Pure water is the water that 

remains in its natural state without any change in its characteristics. Any kind 

of mixing of any substance or impurity in it, that changes its color, smell or 

odor, makes it impure. 

 

Tayammum: 

Tayammum is prescribed as a substitute for water. When water is unavailable, 

clean earth should be used to perform tayammum. 

Allah هلالج لج says in Quran: 

“…but if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of relieving 

or you have contacted women and do not find water, then seek clean earth and 

wipe over your faces and hands with it.” (Surah Al-Maidah 5:6) 
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