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SUMMARY  

(Based on: Usool Al Hadith by Dr. Bilal Philips, CHAPTER 3 page 20-23) 

Previously, we learnt about the stages of writing and the leading narrators of hadeeth. Chapter 

three deals with the various methods of learning and teaching. The following eight methods were 

identified, the first two of which were the most common and accurate. 

 

1. Samaa‘: Reading by the Teacher 

This method of transmitting ahadeeth had four different formats: 

a) Recitation from memory by the teacher. 

b) Reading from books. 

c) Questions and answers. 

d) Dictation: It was not a favored method initially, due to the ease with which students could 

gather knowledge. However, Az-Zuhree departed from this attitude and followed this method 

throughout his life. Later on, some scholars refused to dictate, if their students did not write the 

ahadeeth down. 

2. ‘Ard: Reading by the Students 

In this method, the students would read the teacher’s book to him while other students compared 

the ahadeeth with their own books or they listened attentively. From the beginning of the second 

century, this became the most popular method. Even if a student knew the ahadeeth through 

books, he was not entitled to transmit them or use them in his own collections, until they had 

been read back to the teacher and approved. If he did otherwise, he was labeled a hadeeth thief 

(saariq al-hadeeth). 

3. Ijaazah: Permission to Transmit 

In hadeeth terminology, this is referred to a teacher giving permission to a student to transmit the 

teacher’s book on his authority without having read the book back to him. Its validity was 
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disputed by some scholars of hadeeth. 

 

4. Munaawalah: Granting Books 

This was the name given to the act of a teacher giving a student his book or one of his verified 

copies with the authority to transmit it. For example, Az-Zuhree gave his manuscripts to several 

scholars, among them ath-Thawree. This practice was extremely rare in the first century. 

5. Kitaabah: Correspondence 

If a teacher wrote ahadeeth and sent them to a student to transmit, it was referred to as "kitaabah" 

which may be translated as, "learning by correspondence" or "distance learning", in modern 

times. This method was in vogue from the first century. Many scholars among the companions 

wrote ahadeeth and sent them to their students. Ibn ‘Abbas رضي هللا عنه was a notable example 

among them. 

6. I‘laam: Announcement 

This term referred to the act of a teacher or student informing others that he has the permission to 

transmit a book on the author’s authority. However, before any student who heard ahadeeth from 

the book could transmit them, he would have to obtain an original copy which bore the 

certificate of the author’s signature. 

7. Wasiyyah: Bequest of Books 

To entrust one’s books to a student at the time of death with the authority to transmit it was 

called Wasiyyah. 

8. Wajaadah: Discovery of Books 

If a student or teacher discovered the books of a scholar without permission to transmit on 

anyone’s authority, it was not recognized as a way of learning hadeeth. One who narrated from 

such books was obliged to indicate that it was taken from the scholar’s books. 
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Transmission Terminology: 

The hadeeth scholars utilized certain terms to indicate the sources and mode of their narration 

● Haddathanaa دّثناح   

This term was mostly used to indicate learning through the first method. 

● Akhbaranaa ٔاخبرنا 

Most commonly used to indicate the second method. 

● Anba’anaa ٔانبأنا    

This term was used in cases of ijaazah and munaawalah. 

● Sami‘a سِمع 

Used strictly for the first method of learning. 

● ‘An عن 

Was used to refer to all the methods of learning. It was considered the most inferior method of 

narrating due to its vagueness. 

 

Lessons Learnt: 

1. There are eight methods of learning and teaching, of which Samaa’ and ‘Ard were 

most popular. 

2. They gave a lot of importance and respect to their teachers, whether it be listening from 

them, reading to them, or seeking their approval.  

3. The transmission terminology enables the hadeeth reader to identify which of the 

above methods of learning and teaching were used. 

4. These terminologies are also helpful in strengthening the narrations.  
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