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SUMMARY OF AR- RAHEEQ (P.NO. 28-31) 

 

CHAPTER 4 - ASPECTS OF PRE-ISLAMIC SOCIETY 

The aspects of Pre-Islamic society can be discussed under social, economic and ethical 

situations. 

SOCIAL LIFE OF THE ARABS 

● The status of women among the nobility enjoyed a considerable portion of free will, and 

their decision would most often be enforced such that she can be the decisive key to a 

bloody fight or friendly peace. 

● On the other hand, there were other social strata where prostitution and indecency were in 

full operation. 

● Abu Da’ud reported in “The Book of Marriage” that there were 4 kinds of marriages in 

Pre-Islamic Arabia: 

1. A man gives his daughter in marriage to another man, after a dowry has been 

agreed upon, which is similar to present day marriage procedures. 

2. The husband sends his wife, after her menstruation period, to cohabit with another 

man in order to conceive. After conception, the husband would have sexual 

intercourse with her if he wished to. 

3. A group of less than ten men would have sexual intercourse with a woman. 

4. A lot of men would have sexual intercourse with a whore. She would put a certain 

flag at her door as an invitation. 

●  Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص cancelled all these forms of sexual contracts when Islam was 

declared in Arabia, except that of present Islamic marriage.  

● Women accompanied men in wars, and the winners would freely have sexual intercourse 

with them. 

● Pre-Islamic Arabs had no limited number of wives. They could marry two sisters at the 

same time or even the wives of their fathers - divorced or widowed. Divorce was, to a 

very great extent, in the power of the husband. [Abu Da’ud- The Book of marriage] 

● Adultery prevailed among all social classes, except few men and women whose self-

dignity prevented them from committing such an act.  

● A man stood up in front of Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and said: “O Prophet of Allah! That boy is my son. 

I had sexual intercourse with his mother in the Pre-Islamic period. He  replied: “No ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

claim in Islam for pre-Islamic affairs. The child is to be attributed to the one on whose 

bed it was born, and stoning is the lot of a fornicator.” 

● Female infanticide was also prevalent at that time. 
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● Another aspect of the Arab’s life which is to be mentioned is the Bedouin’s deep seated 

emotional attachment to their clan. Family or tribal pride was one of the strongest passion 

for them. Their motto was: “Support your brother whether he is an oppressor or 

oppressed.” The Islamic amendment states that supporting an oppressor implies deterring 

him from transgression.  

● To sum up, the social situation in Arabia was immersed in ignorance and entangled in a 

mesh of superstitions, paralyzing their mind and driving them to lead an animalistic life. 

Women were considered as marketable commodity, and were regarded as an inanimate 

piece of property. Inter-tribal relationships were fragile. Avarice for wealth and 

involvement in futile wars were the main objectives that governed their chief’s self-

centred policies. 

 

The Economic situation 

➢ Trade was the most common means of meeting their daily needs, but trade journeys could 

not be accomplished unless security of caravan and inter-tribal peace was ensured.   

➢ On the whole, poverty, hunger and insufficient clothing were the prevailing features in 

Arabia economically. 

 

Ethics  

♦ Even though there were more bad qualities in them, they possessed some good qualities 

too. 

♦ Hospitality, keeping covenants, sense of honor and refusing injustice, firm will and 

perseverance were some of the good ethics in them. 

♦ Pure and simple Bedouins also had good ethics by showing truthfulness and honesty. 
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