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SUMMARY 

Based on The Evolution of Fiqh by Dr. Bilal Philips – Pages 25 to 30 

 

In the enactment of Shari’ah laws, the Qur’anic revelations have taken into 

consideration four basic principles; two of which are discussed below: 

1. The Removal of difficulty: 

Islam has a set of laws that are to be followed by every Muslim for his/her 

benefit and so that he/she can be guided towards the straight path. These 

set of rules revealed to us by Allah هلالج لج are not meant to be a burden but on 

the contrary they were revealed to maintain peace and harmony through 

discipline and decorum in life. Shari’ah laws can never create difficulty in 

our lives as some manmade systems claim. They are designed to facilitate 

mankind’s individual and societal needs. Among the pillars of Islam, it 

obligation over unnecessary difficulties wherever possible.  

Evidence to support this fact can be found throughout the Qur’an, for 

instance, 

“Allah does not burden a soul with more than it can bear.” (2:286) 

 

“Allah wishes for you ease and He does not wish difficulty for you.” 

(2:185) 

 

“He did not make any difficulty for you in the religion.” (22:78) 

 

“Allah wishes to lighten the burden for you, for man was created 

weak.”(4:28) 

 

Thus, Allah هلالج لج has decreed on mankind, along with the divine laws and the 

different legal concessions, such as the permission to breakfast and the 

shortening or combining of prayers during travel. Moreover, the 

consumption of prohibited substances like pork or alcohol in cases of dire 

necessity was also permitted. 
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The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص himself preferred the easier path whenever a choice was to 

be made between two or more paths. But the criteria being that the easier 

path, under no circumstances should have even the slightest of haraam 

activity associated with it.  

 

On the occasion of their departure as governors of Yemen, he ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to his 

followers, “Make things easy (for the people) and do not make them 

difficult.”(Sahih Muslim)  

 

2. The Reduction of religious obligations: 

In the case of prohibitions, the Qur’an has mentioned the sub-categories 

which are named as well as listed in order to facilitate the ummah to omit 

any kind of skepticism. Whereas, in the case of permissions, a general 

allowance is issued due to the great number of categories included in it. 

For example, regarding women with whom marriage is forbidden, Allah 

states,  

“Prohibited to you are your mothers, your daughters, your sisters and 

your aunts…” (4:23) 

After completing the prohibited categories, Allah هلالج لج says, 

“Except for these, all others are lawful, provided you seek them in 

marriage with a dowry and not for fornication.” (4:23) 

 

Although the things which have been forbidden are quite few in 

comparison to those which have been permitted, the sin of one who is 

forced to take forbidden substances has also been lifted. For example: 

“But if anyone is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience, nor 

transgressing due limits, there is no sin on him. For Allah is Oft-forgiving, 

Most Merciful.”(2:173) 

 

The prohibited questions concern issues about which Allah هلالج لج has chosen to 

enact prohibitions due to their questions. And, if they did not ask about 
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them, they would have been left with a choice between doing them and 

not doing them.  

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was reported to have said, “If I have prohibited you from 

doing something, avoid it totally. But, if I command you to do something, do 

as much of it as you can.” (Sahih Muslim).  

He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was also reported to have said, “The Muslims who have committed 

the gravest offense against Muslims are those who asked about things 

which were not prohibited, because of their questions.” (Sahih Muslim)  
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