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SUMMARY 

(Based on: Usool Al Hadeeth by Dr. Bilal Philips, CHAPTER 2 

pages 15- 19 ) 

 

STAGES OF WRITING: 

The stages of writing of Ahadith may be divided into four based on the eras of 

compilation: 

1. The first stage was the age of the companions, often referred to as the age of the 

Saheefah, referring to a sheet or some sort of writing material on which a 

number of ahadith were recorded. For example, Saheefah Abu Bakr. The aim of 

the first stage was mainly to record the ahadith without any particular format.  

2. The second period covers the middle of the 2nd century A.H. It is referred to as 

the stage of Musannaf (i.e. classified, organized work). It represents a 

planned compilation of ahadith grouped under headings denoting their subject 

matter. For example, Muwatta Maalik. 

3. The third stage is known as the stage of Musnad (compilation of hadeeth 

according to the companions’ names). This stage began at the close of the 

2nd century A.H. For example, Musnad Ahmad. 
4. The fourth and the most important stage is known as the stage of Saheeh. This 

stage began during the first half of the 3rd century A.H. (9th century C.E.) and 

overlaps with the period of the musnad. For example, Saheeh al-Bukhari, Saheeh 

Muslim, and Saheeh Ibn Khuzaymah.  
 

The Torch Bearers: 

The companion narrators of ahadith are the most important factor in the correct 

transmission of ahadith. Previously, we have learnt the names of a few leading 

narrators. Let us now discuss these narrators in detail.  

 

1. Abu Hurayrah عنه هللا رضي   

He had been regarded by the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص himself as the most anxious of all Muslims to 

acquire knowledge of hadith. He came to Madinah in the 7th year of Hijrah and, on 
being told that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was at Khaybar, went there and accepted Islam. Since that 

time, and until the death of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, he kept his company constantly, attending to 

him and memorising his words during the day. We are told that he divided his nights 

into three parts: one for sleeping, one for prayer, and one for study. His knowledge and 
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memory was tested by Marwaan who, having written down some traditions related by 

him, wanted him to relate the same after a year. He found them to be exactly identical to 

his earlier narration. Bearing all of this mind, it is inconceivable that he would have 

fabricated any hadith. This does not mean, however, that material was not falsely 
imputed to him at a later date. 

 

2. ‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Umar عنه هللا رضي   

The second most prolific narrator of hadith, ‘Abdullaah's long association with the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, his kinship with Hafsa (Umm al-Mu'minin) and with certain other 

Companions offered him a superb opportunity to learn hadith. When he related ahadith, 

his eyes would fill with tears. His activities in the service of Islam, his austere life, his 

straightforward and honest character, and his careful treatment of the ahadith render 

the material we have from him of the highest value. 

 

3. Anas Ibn Malik عنه هللا رضي   

At the age of ten, Anas was presented by his mother, Umm Sulaym, to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, 

following his migration to Madinah. During the ten years he spent in the Prophet's ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

service, he was able to memorize a large number of his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص words, of which he later also 

learnt a good deal from Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, and many other Companions. His knowledge 

of hadith was so copious that his death was regarded as a death-blow to half of the entire 

mass of traditions.   

 

4. ‘Aa’ishah, Umm Al-Mu'minin عنها هللا رضي   

‘Aa’ishah occupies the fourth place among the mukaththiroon. She enjoyed the constant 
company of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص for about eight and a half years.  

She had not only learnt a large volume of ahadith from her husband, but she also 

showed a critical appreciation of them, and corrected the mistakes in the understanding 

of many Companions. It was on account of her extensive knowledge of ahadith and 

Islamic law that even the most important Companions sought her advice on legal 

problems. 

 

5.‘Abdullaah Ibn Al-‘Abbaas عنه هللا رضي   

Despite his youth, he learnt a few ahadith from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص himself. Ibn Hajar 

(quoting Yahyaa ibn al-Qattaan) refers to the assertion that Ibn ‘Abbaas related only 
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four or ten traditions from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and adds that this estimate is incorrect 

because the Saheehs of Bukhaaree and Muslim alone contain more than ten traditions 

related by him directly from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  There is, however, no doubt that the 

number of ahadeeth related by him directly from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is very small in 

comparison to what he related via other Companions. These ahadith he learnt through 

years of hard labour: “If I expected to learn any hadith from a Companion,' he 

remarked, I went to his door and waited there, until he came out and said: 

“Cousin of the Prophet, what brings you here? Why did you not send for 

me?” And I would reply that it was only proper that I should go to him. 

Then I learnt the hadith from him.” 

 

6. Jaabir Ibn ‘Abdullaah عنه هللا رضي   

He learnt the Prophet’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ahadith not just from him, but also from many of his 

important Companions, including Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, and others. He also studied under 

some of the Successors, including the famous Umm Kulthoom, the daughter of Abu 

Bakr. 

 

7. Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudree عنه هللا رضي   

One of the Ashaab As Suffah, he learnt the Sunnah from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص as well as from 

his important Companions such as Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, and Zayd ibn Thaabit. He was 

considered the best jurist among the younger Companions.   

 

8. ‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn Al-‘as عنه هللا رضي   

He wrote down all the traditions which he had learnt from Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, collecting a 

thousand of them in a Saheefah which he called As-Saadiqah. When he settled in 

Mecca, students of hadith flocked to him in droves. However, as he lived for the most 

part either in Egypt or at at-Taa’if, and since he occupied himself more with prayer than 

with the teaching of hadith, the later generations of Muslims received fewer traditions 
from him than they did from Abu Hurayrah, ‘Aa’ishah and others. 

 

LESSONS LEARNT: 

• The stages of writing Ahadith. 

• The companion narrators who narrated highest number of Ahadith.  
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• Their truthfulness, sincerity, and piety that shows they are incapable of 

fabricating Ahadith. 
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