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SUMMARY OF AR RAHEEQ (P.NO. 22-27)  

 

CHAPTER 3- RELIGION OF THE ARABS 

 

Most of the Arabs complied with the call of Ishmael (AS) and followed the religion of his father 

Abraham (AS). They worshiped Allah (SWT) until they forgot part of what they had been 

reminded of. However, they maintained fundamental beliefs such as Monotheism and other 

aspects of Islam until the chief of Khuza’a, namely ‘Amr ibn Luhai, who was renowned for 

righteousness, charity and care for religion brought with him an idol (Hubal) after his return from 

a trip to Syria where he saw people worshipping idols which he approved and believed to be 

righteous since Syria was the locus of Messengers and Scriptures. He placed it in the middle of 

Al-Kabah and called people to worship it. Readily, Paganism spread rapidly all over Makkah and 

many more idols bearing different names were introduced into the area. [Mukhtasar Seerat ar-

Rasool]  

An idol called ‘Manat’ and the other called ‘Al-Lat’ and the third ‘Al-Uzza’ were worshipped in 

Al-Mushallal, Ta’if, and the valley of Nakhlah, respectively. The number of idols increased 

everywhere in Hijaz. ‘Amr ibn Luhai, with the help of a jinn who told him that the idols of 

Noah’s people, namely, Wadd, Sawa, Yaguth, Ya’uk and Nasr were buried in Jeddah, took them 

to Tihama. Upon pilgrimage time these idols were distributed among the tribes to take back 

home. [Bukhari 1/222] 

Every tribe and house had their own idols and the Sacred House was also overcrowded with 

them. During the Prophet’s conquest of Makkah, 360 idols were found around Al-Ka'bah which 

were then broken down, removed, and burned up. [Mukhtasar Seerat ar-Rasool] 

Traditions and ceremonies of worship of their idols had been mostly created by ‘Amr ibn Luhai, 

and were considered as good innovations rather than deviations from Abraham’s religion 

(Islam). 

Some features of their worship of idols were: 
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1. Devoting themselves, seeking refuge, calling for help in hardship, and supplicating to the 

idols. In their worship, they also included the acclamation of their names; all of this 

would be done in the hope of having the idols intercede between them and Allah. 

2. Performing pilgrimage to the idols, circumrotating around them, self-abasement, and 

even prostrating before them. 

3. Seeking favour of idols through various kinds of sacrifices and immolations which have 

been mentioned in Qur’anic verses such as: 

  

“And that which is sacrificed on An-Nusub (stone-altars)” [Al-Qur’an 5:3] 

 

Allah (SWT) also says: 

“Eat not (O believers) of that (meat) on which Allah’s name has not been pronounced (at the 

time of slaughtering of the animal).” [Al-Qur’an 6:121] 

 

4. Consecration of certain portions of food, drink, cattle, and crops to idols. Surprisingly 

enough, portions were also consecrated to Allah Himself, but people often found reasons 

to transfer parts of Allah’s portion to idols, but never did the opposite. [Al-Qur’an 

6:136] 

 

5. Currying favours with these idols through votive offerings of crops and cattle. [Al-

Qur’an 6:138] 

 

6. Dedication of certain animals to idols meant sparing such animals from useful work. This 

is mentioned in [Al-Qur’an 5:103] 

 

Allah (SWT) also says: 

“And they say: What is in the bellies of such and such cattle (milk or foetus) is for our males 

alone, and forbidden to our females (girls and women), but if it is born dead, then all 

have shares therein.” [Al-Qur’an 6:139] 
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It has been authentically reported that such superstitions were first invented by ‘Amr Ibn Luhai. 

[Bukhari 1/499] 

 

The Arabs believed that such idols would lead them to Allah (SWT): 

 

“We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah.” [Al-Qur’an 39:3] 

“And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they say: 

These are our intercessors with Allah.” [Al-Qur’an 10:18] 

Another tradition among the Arabs was casting of Azlam (i.e. featherless arrows which were of 

three kinds: one showing ‘yes’, another ‘no’, and the third was blank) which they used to do in 

case of serious matters like travel, marriage, etc. Other kinds of Azlam were cast for water, 

blood-money or showed ‘from you’, ‘not from you’, or ‘Muslaq’ (consociated). In cases of 

doubt, they would resort to the idol of Hubal, with a gift of a hundred camels for the arrow 

caster. Only the arrows would then decide the sort of relationship. [Muhadrat Tareekh Al-

Umam Al-Islamiyah 1/56; Ibn Hisham 1/152,153] 

Moreover, they had a deep conviction in the tidings of soothsayers, diviners, and astrologers. A 

soothsayer has the business of foretelling future events, claiming knowledge of private secrets 

while having jinn subordinates who would communicate to him. Diviners boasted that they could 

detect a stolen commodity, or some other things. The astrologer belonged to a third category who 

used to observe the stars and calculate their movements and orbits whereby he would foretell the 

future. [Mirqat Al-Mafateeh 2/2, 3] 

Some days and some months were regarded by Arabs as ominous. They also believed that the 

soul of a murdered person flies into the wilderness and would never rest until its retribution was 

sought. 

Whilst believing in superstition, they still retained some of the Abrahamic traditions such as the 

observance of pilgrimage, offering sacrifices, etc. However, some innovations adulterated these 

holy rituals. For example, the Quraish out of superiority and pride would refrain from going to 
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Arafah with the crowd, and instead they would stop at the Muzdalifa. The Noble Qur’an rebuked 

and told them: 

“Then depart from the place whence all the people depart.” [Al-Qur’an 2:199] [Ibn Hisham 

1/199; Bukhari 1/226] 

Another social tradition of them was such that they ordered pilgrims from outside Makkah to 

circumambulate Al-Kabah in Quraish uniform clothes, but if they could not afford them, men 

were to do so in a state of nudity, and women with only some piece of cloth to hide their groins. 

Allah says:  

“O children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing your clean clothes), while praying 

[and going round the Kabah]” [Al-Qur’an 7:31] 

When Makkans were in a pilgrimage consecration state, they would not enter their houses 

through the doors but through holes they dug in the back walls which they regarded as a deed of 

piety. This practice is prohibited by the Qur’an: 

“It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, etc.) that you enter the houses from the back but Al-

Birr (is the quality of the one who fears Allah. So enter houses through their proper doors, 

and fear Allah that you may be successful.” [Al-Qur’an 2:189] 

 

Thus the religious life in Arabia consisted of polytheism, idolatry, and superstition. 

Judaism, Christianity, Magianism, and Sabianism, however, could find their ways easily into 

Arabia. 

● Jews migrated from Palestine to Arabia due to several reasons. Judaism managed to play 

an important role in pre-Islamic political life. When Islam dawned on the land, there had 

already been several famous Jewish tribes– Khabeer, Al-mustaliq, An-Nadeer, and 

Quraizah. In some versions, the Jewish tribes were as many as twenty in number. [Qalb 

Jazeerat Al-Arab] 
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Judaism was introduced into Yemen by a person named As’ad Abi Karb. After his death, his son 

Yusuf Dhu Nawas rose to power. According to his order, the Christians of Najran were thrown 

alive into a big ditch where a great fire had been set, and when they refused to convert to 

Judaism, an estimation of 20 to 40 thousand Christians were killed. The Qur’an relates a part of 

this story in Al-Buruj. [Tafheem-ul-Qur’an 6/297; Ibn Hisham 1/20-36] 

● Christianity first made its appearance in Arabia following the entry of the Abyssinian and 

Roman colonists into that country. They entered Yemen as an act of revenge for the 

injustice done by Dhu Nawas and they even built churches and called it Yemeni Al-

Ka’bah with the aim of directing the Arab pilgrimage caravan towards Yemen and even 

made an attempt to demolish Al-Ka’bah due to which Allah punishes them and makes an 

example of them here and in the hereafter. [Tafheem-ul-Qur’an 6/297; Ibn Hisham 

1/20-36] 

A Christian missionary called Fimion managed to persuade the people of Najran to embrace 

Christianity due to his honesty and truthful devotion. He was known for his miracles and his 

ascetic behaviour. 

● Magianism was also popular among the Arabs living in neighbourhoods of Persia, Iraq, 

and Behrain, etc. Some Yemenis are also reported to have professed Magianism during 

the Persian Occupation. 

● Sabianism had been popular amongst Kaldanian folks, the Syrians, and Yemenis. 

[Tareekh Ard Al-Qur’an 2/193-208] 

 

Such was the religious life of the Arabians in the pre-Islamic period. 
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