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SUMMARY 

Based on The Evolution of Fiqh by Bilal Philips – Pages 22 to 25 

  

Qur’anic Fields of Study: 

There are three classifications of the information contained in the Qur’an with 
regards to the fields of study they are related to: 

1. Information related to the belief in God, His angels, His scriptures, His prophets, 
and the affairs of the next life – covered within theology (‘Ilm al-Kalaam of al-
‘Aqeedah) 

2. Information related to the deeds of the heart and soul, and the moral principles 
and rules of conduct aimed at the development of nobility in character – covered 
within ethics (‘Ilm al-Akhlaq). 

3. Information related to the deeds of the limbs, and contained within a body of 
commandments, prohibitions and choices – covered within law.  

 

Legal Content of the Qur’an  

Islamic legislation in the Qur’an is comprised of a variety of acts, and may be 
grouped into two basic categories with regard to the parties involved in the acts: 

1. Dealings between Allah and men - Religious rites which are not valid without 
correct intentions: 

● Purely religious forms of worship, like Salaah (prayer) and Saum (fasting).  
● Socio-economic forms of worship, like Zakaah (compulsory charity). 
● Socio-physical forms of worship, like Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah). 

These four acts of worship are considered the foundation of Islam, after 
faith (Eemaan). 

 

2. Dealings among men - laws governing these dealings are divided into four 
subsections relative to the subject matter of the dealings: 

a. Laws ensuring and defending the propagation of Islam - embodied in the 
codes of armed or unarmed struggle (Jihaad). 

b. Family laws for the development and protection of the family structure - 
laws concerning marriage, divorce and inheritance.  

c. Trade laws governing business transactions, rental contracts etc. 
d. Criminal laws specifying punishments and/or compensations for various 

crimes.  
 

The Basis of Legislation in the Qur’an 
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The Qur’an  was revealed to reform human conditions. Islam did not erase all pre-

Islamic customs and practices. Instead, it removed every facet of corruption and 

cancelled all customs which were harmful to the society. Consequently, Islamic 

legislation forbade: 

● Interest - because it takes unfair advantage of the less fortunate members of 

the society. 

● Fornication- due to its exploitation of women and the destruction of family 

bonds. 

● Alcohol- prohibited because of the physical, psychological, and spiritual 

damage that it inflicts on both the individual and the society as a whole.  

● Trade practices were reformed by making mutual consent the basis of trade, 

and by disallowing all deceptive business transactions.  

● The existing system of marriage was organized by confirming certain forms 

and prohibiting others that were, in fact, fornication or something close to it.  

● The basis of divorce was also recognized, but its pronouncements were 

limited. 

Islam did not come to destroy human civilization, morals, and customs. Instead, 

it came in order to build a new civilization with new morals and customs. It 

looked at everything from the perspective of human welfare; what was harmful 

was removed and what was beneficial was confirmed.  

Whatever Islam confirmed is considered an integral part of the divine code for the 

following reasons: 

a) Some of the practices were inherited from earlier nations to which prophets 

had been sent. E.g. Hajj, which was instituted by Prophet Abraham and Ishmael 

(peace be upon them both).  

b) Islamic principles do not contradict human reason nor are they unintelligible. 

Rather, they free the human intellect from irrationality. Consequently, they 

recognize the useful results of human intellectual activity. 

c) If the confirmed practices were not present, Islam would have instituted them 

due to the existing human need for them. 
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