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Summary 

 

(Based On: Usool Al Hadith by Dr. Bilal Philips, pages 7-14) 

 

 
 

 

SUNNAH AND HADEETH: 

 

Sunnah, according to Arabic lexicographers, means: 

● a way, 

● course, 

● rule, 

● manner of acting or  

● Conduct of life. 

 

Sunnah as a technical term is defined in two ways: 

 

● In the Usool of Hadith it refers to whatever statements, acts, approvals, physical or character 

descriptions that are attributable to the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم along with his biography before 

or after the beginning of his prophet hood. 

 

It is thus synonymous with the term hadith. 

 

● However, according to Usool al-Fiqh, sunnah refers to only the statements, acts and approvals of 

the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم. It also refers to whatever is supported by evidence from the 

sharee‘ah; the opposite of bid‘ah. 

 

It also refers to recommended acts authentically attributable to the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم; the doer of 

which is rewarded and the non-doer is not punished. It is also used to refer to the opposite of bid‘ah.  

 

To sum it up, it may also be said that the ahadeeth were the containers in which the sunnah of the Prophet 

 .was conveyed during his lifetime and after his death صلى هللا عليه وسلم

 

 

 
 

COMPILATION OF HADITH: 

 

The stages of compilation may be divided into 5: 

● Era of the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم himself.  

● Era of the Companions رضي هللا عنهم. 
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● Era of the Tabioon (1st Century Hijra).  

● Era of the Taabi‘ut-Taabi‘een (2nd Century Hijra). 

● Era of the Sihaah* (3rd Century Hijra). 

*plural of Saheeh 

 

 

ERA OF THE PROPHET صلى هللا عليه وسلم  

 

During the life of the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم there was no pressing need to write down all of his various 

statements or record his actions as he was present and could be consulted at any time. As a matter of fact, 

the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم himself made a general prohibition against writing down his statements which 

were other than the Qur’an itself. This was to prevent the possibility of mixing up the Qur’an with his 

own words during the era of revelation. 

 

However a number of incidents also do show that hadith were written down and the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did not 

forbid it. 

 

1. Abdullah ibn ‘Amr رضي هللا عنه said: I used to write everything which I heard from the Messenger of 

Allah صلى هللا عليه وسلم with the intention of memorizing it. However, some Qurayshites forbade me from 

doing so saying, ‘Do you write everything that you hear from him, while the Messenger of Allah is a 

human being who speaks in anger and pleasure?’ So I stopped writing, and mentioned it to the Messenger 

of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. He pointed with his finger to his mouth and said: ‘Write! By Him in whose hand is my soul, 

only truth comes out from it.’ 

 

2. Abu Huraira رضي هللا عنه said: When Makkah was conquered, the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم stood up and 

gave a sermon [Abu Huraira then mentioned the sermon]. A man from Yemen, called Abu Shah got up 

and said, “O Messenger of Allah! Write it down for me.” The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا عليه وسلم replied, 

“Write it for Abu Shah.” 

Al-Waleed asked Abu ‘Amr, “What are they writing?” He replied, “The sermon which he heard that day.” 

 

2. Era of The Sahaabah: 

 

After the death of the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم his sayings and action took a new importance, because he 

was no longer there to consult when problems arose. The practise of narration on a large scale started 

during this period. When disputes arose, the ashaab reminded each other with the sayings of the Prophet 

 In this period a number of the leading Sahaabah also wrote down ahadeeth of the Prophet .صلى هللا عليه وسلم

  .صلى هللا عليه وسلم

 

Some of the leading narrators of ahadeeth were: 

● Abu Huraira  

● Abdullah bin Abbas 

● Abdullah bin Amr Bin Aas رضي هللا عنهم. 
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3. Era of The Tabi’oon (1st Century Hijra) 

After Islam had spread far and wide and the narration of hadith had become widespread, there arose 

people who began to invent ahadeeth. To combat this development, Caliph ‘Umar ibn Abdul-Azeez (99 to 

101 AH) ordered the scholars to compile the traditions of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. The scholars had already begun 

composing books containing biographical data on the various narrators of hadith in order to expose the 

liars and fabricators. Abu Bakr ibn Hazm was among those directed by the Caliph to compile the hadith. 

Caliph ‘Umar requested him to write down all the ahadeeth of the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم.  

 

Sa‘d ibn Ibraaheem and Ibn Shihaab az-Zuhree were also requested to compile books. Az-Zuhree became 

the first compiler of hadith to record the biographies of the narrators with particular reference to their 

character and honesty. In this period, the systematic compilation of hadeeths was begun on a fairly wide 

scale. 

The Tabioon were the students of the Ashaab, just like how the Ashaab were the students of the Prophet 

  .صلى هللا عليه وسلم

 

Among the students of the companions, many recorded ahadeeth and collected them in books. Mentioned 

below are some of the Ashaab who narrated ahadeeth and their students who had their narrations in 

written form. 

Abu Huraira (5374): Nine of his students were recorded to have written ahadeeth from him. 

Ibn ‘Umar (2630): Eight of his students wrote down ahadeeth from him. 

Anas ibn Malik (2286): Sixteen of his students had ahadeeth in written form from him. 

‘Aa’ishah bint Abee Bakr (2210): Three of her students had her ahadeeth in written form. 

Ibn ‘Abbas (1660): Nine of his students recorded his ahadeeth in books. 

 

4. Era of The Taabi‘ut-Taabi‘een (2nd Century Hijra) 

 

This is a similar case where the Taabi‘ut-Taabi‘een were the students of the Taabi‘een. They wrote hadith 

from the 1st century. 

One of the earliest works was al-Muwatta composed by Malik ibn Anas. There were other books of hadith 

as well, but the only book that survived was of Imam Malik. 

 

The reason why these three generations have been given special consideration is because the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

was reported to have said, “The best of generations is my generation, then the one which follows them, 

then the one that follows them.”  It was through these three generations that hadith was first transmitted 

orally and in writing, until they were compiled into collections on a wide and systematic scale. 

 

5. Era of The Sihaah (3rd Century Hijra) 

 

After these two generations, there arose a generation who undertook the job of critical research of the 

hadith. 
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They also grouped the hadith which they considered to be accurate according to the branches of Islamic 

Law. 

From this generation are the books of Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim, the former having collected 7,275 

hadith, which al-Bukhari (died 870 C.E.) chose from 600,000 and the later having collected 9,200 

ahadeeth, which Imam Muslim selected from 300,000. 

 

The numbers themselves testify to the intense scrutiny which both the Imams have done in order for the 

people to benefit from the most accurate ahadeeth. 

 

a) Besides these two works of Hadith, there are four other works which became famous during this 

period. They are the four sunan of Abu Dawud (died 889 C.E.), at-Tirmidhi (died 893 C.E.), an-

Nasaa’ee (died 916 C.E.), and Ibn Majah (died 908 C.E.) رحمهماهلل. 

 

 

Lessons Learnt  

● Sunnah and Hadith.  

● Meaning of the word sunnah linguistically and technically. 

● The 5 stages of compilation. 

● The legality of recording ahadeeth.  

● The famous narrators of ahadeeth.  

● Famous compilers of ahadeeth.  
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