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SUMMARY 

The Evolution of Fiqh by Dr. Bilal Philips – Pages 18 to 21 

 

GENERAL CONTENT OF THE QUR'AN: 

The content of the Qur'an was characterized by two phases; the Makkan period, wherein 

Muslims were an oppressed minority in Makkah, and the Madeenan period, wherein Muslims 

became a ruling majority after migration to Madeenah.  

➔ Makkan period: It starts with the beginning of prophet hood in Makkah and ends 

with the Prophet’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص migration to Madeenah. The revelations of this period were 

concerned with building the ideological foundation of Islam, and Eemaan (faith), in order 

to prepare the early band of converts for the difficult task of practically establishing the 

social order of Islam, as depicted in the following topics: 

▪ Tawheed (Allah’s Unity)  

Most of the people believed in the Supreme Being by the name of Allah, but they 

added a number of gods beside Him who shared some of His powers or acted as 

intermediaries. Revelations during this period declared Allah’s unity.  

▪ Allah’s Existence 

Some early verses gave logical arguments for those Makkans who refused to 

believe in Allah’s existence.  

▪ The Next Life 

Makkan revelations described the wonders and horrors of the next life as there 

was no other way for them to know.  

▪ The People of God 

Verses from this period present historical examples of earlier civilizations, like 

the ‘Aad and the Thamood, that were destroyed when they denied their obligation 

to God, in order to warn those who rejected the message of Islam and to teach the 

believers about the greatness of Allah.  
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▪ Salaah 

This is the only pillar to be legislated in Makkah because of its connection with 

Tawheed, besides the declaration of faith.  

▪ Challenges  

In order to prove to the pagan Makkans that the Qur’an was from God, some of 

the Makkan verses challenged the Arabs to imitate the style of the Qur’an.  

 

➔  Madeenan period: It starts with the migration of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص till his death in 632 

CE. Revelation was concerned primarily with the organization of the Muslim State. The 

majority of the social and economic laws of the Shari’ah were revealed during this 

period. Revelations during this period also strengthened the foundations of Eemaan and 

Tawheed, which were established during the Makkan period. Following were the main 

topics: 

▪ Laws 

The last three pillars of Islam were revealed, as well as the prohibition of 

intoxicants, pork, gambling, and the punishments for adultery, murder, and theft 

were fixed. 

▪ Jihad 

During the Makkan period, Muslims were forbidden to take up arms against the 

Makkans who were oppressing them, in order to avoid their decimation and to 

develop their patience. The right to fight against the enemy as well as the rules of 

war was revealed in Madeenah, after the number of Muslims had dramatically 

increased. 

▪ People of the Book 

In Madeenah, Muslims came in contact with Jews for the first time and with 

Christians on a large scale. Thus, a number of Madeenan verses tackled questions, 

which were raised by the Jews in order to befuddle the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and discredit 

Islam. The verses also outlined laws concerning political alliances with Christians 

and Jews, as well as laws permitting marriage with them. 

▪ The Munaafiq (Hypocrites) 
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Some Madeenan verses exposed the plots of those people who began entering the 

fold of Islam without actually believing in it, or to destroy the Muslims from 

within. These verses warned against them, while others laid the foundation for the 

laws concerning apostates.  
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