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SUMMARY OF AR-RAHEEQ (P.NO 14-21) 

 

          CHAPTER 2 - RULERSHIP AND PRINCESHIP AMONG ARABS 

It is necessary for us to know the history of the ruler ship of the pre-Islamic period to 

facilitate the understanding of the emergent circumstances when Islam appeared.  

When the sun of Islam rose, there were 2 kinds of rulers in Arabia: 

1. Crowned kings: They were not actually independent and were only those of Yemen, 

Heerah, and Ghassan. 

2. Heads of tribes and clans (Non-crowned): They enjoyed the same privileges as those of 

crowned kings and were mostly independent though some would have shown some kind 

of submission to crowned kings.  

 

RULERSHIP IN YEMEN 

● The folks of Sheba were one of the oldest nations of pure Arabs who lived in Yemen. 

● They started building the Dam of Ma’rib which had a great significance in the history of 

Yemen. 

● Later on, their trade failed to a great extent, and they began to decline and fall. 

● The families of Qahtaan were disunited, and they scattered out. 

● Yemen then lost its independence due to civil wars and later on, they regained it. 

● Cracks began to show on the Ma’rib Dam that led to the Great Flood, which is 

mentioned in the Noble Qur’an. This major event led to the fall of the entire Yemeni 

civilization and the dispersal of the nations living therein. 

 

In 523 A.D., the Christians of Najran were thrown alive into a big ditch where a great fire 

had been set when they refused to convert to Judaism, which was enforced through campaigns by 

a Jew named Dhu Nawas. This event is mentioned in the Quran: 

“Cursed were the people of the ditch.” [Al Qur’an 85:4] 
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The Christians, especially the Roman emperors, instigated the Abyssinians and assembled a large 

fleet of 70,000 warriors against the Arabs, as the above mentioned event aroused great wrath 

among the Christians. It occurred to effect a second conquest of Yemen. Abraha took ruler ship 

over Yemen and sent soldiers to demolish Al-Ka’aba, and hence, he and his soldiers came to be 

known as the “Men of the Elephant.” Yemen remained a Persian colony until Badhan (the ruler) 

embraced Islam. 

 

 RULERSHIP IN HEERAH 

● The Persians ruled Iraq until Alexander the Great vanquished their king, Dara I. Persian 

lands were, hence, divided and ruled by kings known as “Kings of Sects.” Qahtanians, 

and later on Adnanians, also managed to occupy some regions. 

● Persians regained power and strength to subdue the Arabs. 

● When Qabaz was appointed as the king, there was someone in his reign named Mazdak 

who called for dissoluteness in social life. Qabaz and many of his subjects embraced 

Mazdak’s religion. 

● The next king, Kisra Anu Shairwan killed Mazdak out of hatred towards his philosophy. 

●  When the Persian king received rejection from the Arab chief for delivering An-

Nu’man’s (who was thrown to prison) charge up to Kisra, a war was declared in a place 

called Dhee Qar that witnessed the most furious battle wherein the Persians were severely 

routed by the Arabians for the first time in history.  

● Later on, Khalid bin Al-Waleed (may Allah be pleased with him) fell upon the Persian 

ruler. 

 

 RULERSHIP IN SYRIA 

● Some septs of Quda’a settled down in Syria. 

● Their last king Jabala bin Al-Aihum embraced Islam during the reign of Umar bin Al-

Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him). 
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RULERSHIP IN HIJAZ 

● After the death of Ismaeel (peace be upon him) at the age of 137, who had administered 

authority over Makkah, two of his sons, Nabet and Qidar succeeded him. Later on, their 

maternal grandfather, Mudad bin Amr Al-Jurhumi took over, thus transferring rulership 

over Makkah to the Jurhum tribe. 

● The political role of Adnaanides had begun to be firmer as the leader of the Arabs was 

not from the Jurhum tribe. 

● On account of difficult living conditions in Makkah, the Jurhum tribe ill-treated the 

visitors of the Holy sanctuary. 

● The Adnaanides, with the help of Khuza’a tribe, frightened the Jurhum tribe out of 

Makkah. 

● The Jurhum filled up the well of Zamzam and buried many things in it. Amr bin Al-

Harith was reported to have buried the two gold deers, together with the Black Stone, as 

well as a lot of jewellery and swords prior to their escape in Yemen (Ibn Hisham 

1/114,115). 

● Jurhum stayed in Makkah for 21 centuries and held rulership there for about 20 centuries. 

● The tribe of Khuza’a monopolized ruler ship over Makkah. 

Khuza’a’s reign in Makkah lasted for 300 years. Small septs of Quraish remained on the 

sides of Makkah. They enjoyed no privileges in Makkah. When Qusai bin Kilab entered 

Makkah, the ruler Halil bin Habsha from Khuza’a tribe gave his daughter named Hobba to Qusai 

as wife. After Halil’s death, a war between Khuza’a and Quraish broke out and resulted in Qusai 

taking hold of Makkah and the Sacred House (Ibn Hisham 1/117). This resulted in the 

deprivation of Sofa of their privileges. 

 

Qusai brought his kinspeople to Makkah, and a significant achievement credited to Qusai 

was the establishment of An-Nadwa House (an assembly house) to serve as a meeting place for 

Quraish and this benefitted them to a great extent. 

Qusai enjoyed the following privileges: 

1. Presiding over An-Nadwa meetings, 
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2. The Standard: He monopolized issues related to war in his hand, 

3. Door-keeping of Al-Ka’aba, 

4. Providing water for the pilgrims, 

5. Feeding Pilgrims (Ibn Hisham 1/130). 

 

Qusai singled out Abd Manaf (his son) for honour, and entrusted him with his own 

responsibilities, even though Abd Ad-Dar was his eldest son. After Abd Manaf’s death, there 

was a conflict among his sons and those of Abd Ad-Dar, which was resolved by the Peace 

Treaty. In accordance to this treaty, the sons of Abd Manaf looked after providing food and 

water to the pilgrims, whereas the sons of Abd Ad-Dar maintained An-Nadwa house, the flag 

and door-keeping of Al-Ka’aba. The responsibility of provision of food and water was passed on 

to Hashim, which later, after Hashim’s death, was passed on to his brother Al-Muttalib bin Abd 

Manaf, and afterwards by Abdul Muttalib (Prophet Muhammad’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص grandfather), and then to 

Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib (Ibn Hashim 1/129-179). 

 

RULERSHIP OF PAN-ARABIA 

The heads of the tribes enjoyed dictatorial privileges, similar to those of kings, and had special claims 

to spoils of war. 

 

THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

The three Arab regions adjacent to foreigners suffered great weakness and inferiority. The tribes 

living near these regions were fluctuating between Syria and Iraq, whereas those living inside Arabia 

were disunited, and they neither had a king nor a supporter. The rulers of Hijaz were respected by the 

Arabs. They ruled among the Arabs in the name of religious ruler ship and monopolized the 

custodianship of Al-Ka’aba and its neighbourhood. They looked after the interest of the visitors of 

the Ka’aba and were in charge of putting Abraham’s (peace be upon him) code into effect. They even 

had offices and departments. However, they were too weak to carry the heavy burden, which came 

into light during the Abyssinian invasion.   
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