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SUMMARY OF AL-RAHEEQ (P.NO 8 - 13) 

 

CHAPTER 1 - LOCATION AND NATURE OF THE ARABS 

In order to understand the circumstances, it becomes necessary for us to know about 

the conditions that prevailed before Muhammad (SAW) attained prophethood and the 

changes that occurred thereafter. 

The subtopics given below give us information on the societies of ancient Arab, their 

culture, customs, beliefs, little and great rulers, economy and politics before Prophet (SAW) 

called people towards Islam. 

LOCATION OF THE ARABS 

● The word ‘Arab’ has numerous meanings: desert, dry land or arid steppes (plantless or 

waterless). The people living in the peninsula have been called Arabs since times 

immemorial. 

● The Arabian Peninsula possesses a geological and geographical significance.  

● The topography of the Arabian Peninsula was the reason for their freedom and not 

being occupied by non-Arabs such as the Romans and Persians. 

● The Arabian Peninsula lies between the major continents of the world and is linked by 

sea and land. Every continent is linked to the Arabian Peninsula by sea route. 

 

THE ARAB TRIBES 

    The historians have divided the Arab society into 3 groups according to their lineage. 

1. AL-ARABUL BAYEEDAH (Perishing Arabs) 

These are the ancient Arabs who belong to the tribe of Aad, Thamood, Jaasim, 

Imlaaq, etc. There is no historical record of them. 

 

2. AL-ARABUL AARIBAH (Pure Arabs) 

These Arabs descended from the tribes of Yarub bin Yashjub bin Qahtaan. 

They were also called the Qahtaanian Arabs  

3. AL- ARABUL MUSTARIBAH(Arabized Arabs) 

These are the progeny of Prophet Ismaeel (AS). They were also called as Adnaanian 

Arabs.  
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The pure Arabs – the people of Qahtaan – originally lived in Yemen and comprised 

many tribes, two of which are very famous. 

1. HIMYAR: The most famous of whose septs were Zaid Al- Jamhur, Quda’a and 

Sakasic. 

2. KAHLAAN : The most famous of whose septs were Hamdan, Anmar,Ta’i, 

Aws, khazraj and the descendants of Jafna- the kings of old Syria. 

Kahlaan septs emigrated from Yemen to Arabia prior to the Great Flood known as 

Sail Al-‘Arim of Ma’rib Dam due to the failure of Trade under Roman pressure and 

domain on both sea and land routes following the Roman occupation of Egypt and 

Syria. The competition between Kahlaan and Himyar tribes led to the migration of 

Kahlaan tribe from Yemen to Arabia. 

                  

 

MIGRATING GROUPS OF KAHLAAN

AZD

They under the
leadership of Imran Bin
'Amr Muzaiqb wandered
in Yemen and headed
northwards.

Details of this emigration
can be summed up as:

1. Tha'labah Bin 'Amr left
his tribe and headed
towards Madinah.

2. Haritha Ibn 'Amr and
his folks conquered
Haram and settled in
Makkah.

3. Imran Bin 'Amr went to
Oman where they
established the tribe of
Azd whose children were
known as Azd-of-Shanu'a.

4. Jafna Bin 'Amr and his
family settled in Syria and
initiated the kingdom of
Ghassan.

LAKHM AND JUDHAM

Of whom was
Nasr Bin
Rabi'a, father
of Manadhira,
Kings of
Heera.

BANU TAI'

Who emigrated
northwards to
settle by Aja and
Salma mountains
which were
consequently
named as Tai'
mountains.

KINDA

They were expelled
from Bahrain to
Hadramout and
Najd where their
powerful kingdom
did not stay for long
and the whole tribe
soon faded away.
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Another tribe of Himyar, known as Quda’a also left Yemen and settled in Samawa 

(border of Iraq). 

1. Ibraheem (AS) belonged to a town called “Ar” near Koofa and he was 

the first grandfather of the tribe of Al-Arabul Mustaribah. We have 

received the details of culture, society and religion of Prophet 

Ibraheem (AS) through recent archaeological excavations. (Tafheem-

ul-Quran, 1/553) 

2. Ibraheem (AS) left his town to Harran and then to Palestine where he 

made it as a centre of delivering message. When he and his 

wife(Sarah) went to Egypt for a work, Pharoah tries to misbehave to 

Sarah but couldn’t go near her because of which he realises the 

righteousness of Sarah and presents her a beautiful slave girl named 

Haajar and Sarah gives her to Ibraheem(AS) as a wife.(Bukhari 1/474) 

3. Ibraheem (AS) returned to Palestine where Haajar gives birth to 

Ismaeel (AS). Sarah becomes jealous of her and forces Ibraheem (AS) 

to send Haajar and her baby to Makkah. He (AS) makes them sit under 

a tree amidst the floods .He (AS) leaves them with some dates and a 

pot of water. Allah (SWT) blessed them with Zamzam spring when 

they ran out of supply of food and water in a few days. (Bukhari 

1/475). 

4. Another Yemeni tribe (Jurhum) came and lived in Makkah upon 

Haajar’s permission and had passed through the valley around Makkah 

long before Ismaeel (AS) became a young man as mentioned in Sahih 

Al-Bukhari. 

5. Ibraheem (AS) went to Makkah now and then to see his wife and son 

and the number of these visits is unknown. Anyhow, some authentic 

sources say that he made four visits: 

 

 

Allah says in the Noble Quran; Realising his dream of slaughtering his own son as 

sacrifice to Allah, he came to Makkah. Allah explains this in Noble Quran as follows: 

 

And when they have both submitted to Allah and Ibraheem laid down his son to 

prostrate upon his forehead for sacrifice; We called out to him: “O Ibraheem stop! 

You have fulfilled your vision! Thus do we reward the righteous. That indeed was 

a manifest test, We ransomed him with a great sacrifice. (Al- Quran 37: 103-107) 

       

    It is mentioned in Genesis in Torah that Ismaeel (AS) was 13 years older than Ishaq 

(AS) and hence Allah’s promise to give Ibraheem another son came after the narration of 

this whole story. Ismaeel (AS) did not attain his youth hood at that time. 
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The narration of the other 3 visits comes from Ibnu Abbaas under the authority of Imaam 

Bukhari. 

1. Ismaeel (AS) learned Arabic from the Jurhum tribe and they gave one of their 

girls to marry him as they liked him for his good character and soon after this 

mother Haajar passed away.. 

Ibrahim (AS) wanted to see his wife and son again, so he went to Makkah. He did 

not find his son and asked Ismaeel (AS)’s wife how they were doing. Upon 

complaining of poverty he told her to tell Ismaeel (AS) to change his doorstep. 

Understanding the message, Ismaeel (AS) divorced his wife and got married to 

Mudad bin ‘Amr, chief of the tribe of Jurhum [Qalb Jazeerat Al-Arab] 

2. When the same situation repeated, Ismaeel (AS)’s new wife replied that she is 

thankful to Allah (SWT) which made him ask her to tell Ismaeel (AS) to keep the 

doorstep which meant to keep her as wife and he went back to Palestine. 

3. The meeting after a very long time was a heart touching one which was during the 

3rd visit of Ibrahim (AS) to Makkah where Ismaeel (AS) was sharpening his 

arrows near Zamzam. Father and son built Kabah, raised pillars and called people 

to make pilgrimage to it on Allah (SWT)’s commandment. 

 

● Ismaeel (AS) had 12 sons from Mudad’s daughter who ultimately formed 

12 tribes inhabiting Makkah and trading between Yemen, Syria and Egypt 

and these tribes spread all over and outside the peninsula later on.  

● The Nabateans (sons of Nabet) established a powerful government which 

spread out over neighbouring tribes and mad Petra as their capital. It was 

only Romans who eliminated their kingdom. It was concluded by 

Mr.Sulaiman An-Nadwi that Ghassanide kings along with Aws and 

Khazraj were Nabateans and not Qahtanians. [Tareek Ard Al-Quran] 

● Adnan is the twenty first grandfather in the series of Prophet (SAW)’s 

ancestry. It was said that Prophet (SAW) would stop at Adnan when he 

spoke of Ancestry and say: “Genealogists tell lies”. However a group of 

Scholars went on to say that there were exactly 40 fathers between Adnan 

and Ibrahim (AS). [Rahmat-ul-lil’alameen] 

● Quraish branched out into various tribes such as Jumah, Sahm, Abdul 

Uzza bin Qusai and Abd Manaf bin Qusai which were the famous tribes. 

● Abd Manaf branched into 4 tribes: 

1. Abd Shams 

2. Nawfal 

3. Muttalib 

4. Hashim 
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Prophet Muhammad (SAW) bin Abdullah bin Abdul Muttalib bin Hashim came from 

the family of Hashim. 

 

Prophet (SAW) said: 

 

          “Allah (SWT) selected Ishmael from the sons of Abraham, Kinana from the sons 

of Ishmael, Quraish from the sons of Kinana, Hashim from the sons of Quraish 

and He selected me from the sons of Hashim.”[Muslim2/245;Tirmidhi 2/201]. 

  

Al’ Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib quoted the Messenger of Allah (SAW) as saying: 

 

          “Allah created mankind and chose me from the best whereof, He chose the tribes 

and selected me from the best whereof. I am the very best in person and family.” 

[Tirmidhi 2/201]. 

 

 

● Children of Adnan spread over various parts of Arabia having increased in 

number. 

● The tribe of Abdul Qais with some septs of Bahr bin Wa’il and Tamim 

emigrated and lived in Behrain. 

● Taghlib tribe lived in Euphrates 

● Banu Tamim Tribe lived in Basra semi-desert. 

● Banu saleem lived in the vicinity of Madinah and Thaqif lived in Ta’if. 

● Some septs of Kinana lived in Tihama, while septs of Quraish lived In 

Makkah and suburbs .Quraish remained completely disunited until Qusai 

bin Kilab managed to rally their ranks on honourable terms attaching major 

prominence to their status and importance.[Muhadrat Tareekh Al-Umam 

Al-Islamiyah]. 
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